een 
BB's 


the 
the 
LER 
) of 
é to 
reg 
g to 
da 
one 
blie 
alti. 
ied, 
blie 


ing 
nan 
nth 
ert- 
eof 


ent 
ent 


om 
rds 


ety 
nd- 


urs 
the 


of 


any 
ted, 


i to 
int- 


ve 
i 


his 


re, 


ne 
n- 


of 








oe 


ee 


try tal sta 


Pre 


coma 





THE OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, PUBLISHED BY JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. _ 


33p ConcrEss, Ist Session. 


che bill, he will find that there is a proviso which 
renders his amendment in part unnecessary. — It 
provides to except the lands reserved to the United 
States, or those given to the States for railroad or 
other purposes, for internal improvements, or the 
mineral lands held at $1 25 per acre. 

~ Mr. LILLY. I ask the gentleman how far that 
yroviso extends? 

Mr. COBB. Just as far as the lands extend. 
I shall make no formal speech now in reply to the | 
veytieman’s argument; but I hope his amend- | 
onal will not pass, but that the committee will go 
on with the bill. IL have been preparing to make 
a speech on this subject, which I would like to 
deliver; but for the sake of progressing with the 
business in the House, I am willing to forego the 
opportunity of doing so, and will wait till [ get 
home, when I will give it to my constituency. 
{ Laughter. } I shall retain that speech; it is a 
cood one. I hope the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New Jersey will not be adopted. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
the following amendment. 

In the seventeenth line of the seventh section, 
strike out the words ‘‘ subject to sale at twelve | 
and a half cents per acre,’’ and insert ‘* shall be | 
ceded to the States in which they lie.”’ 

I presume, Mr. Chairman, that there is no ques- 
tion which so much divides the Democratic party 
of this country, as this public land question. So 
long as the Congress of the United States shall 
have the control of the public lands, so long will | 
the Democratic party not be a unitin this coun- | 
try. It has been the policy of one of the most dis- 
tinguished statesmen belonging to that party to 
which we belong—and a gentleman whose views 
were certainly more Democratic, at least, I think 
so, than any of the statesmen who have lived under 
the Constitution of the United States—I mean Mr. | 
Calhoun, of South Carolina. It was his policy, 
a cherished policy of his life, to get rid of the 
question of the public lands, by ceding them to 
the States in which they lie, under some condition 
or other. 

it strikes me that the amendment which I pro- 
pose is one which the gentlemen of the southern 
States, at least, who cherish the memory and prin- | 
ciples of Mr. Calhoun, cannot object to. After 
lands have been in market for some twenty-five | 
years, and when they cease to be worth twenty- 
five cents per acre, it seems to me that it would be 
the true policy of the Government of the United 
States to yield them to the States in which they | 
lie. That would be, I say, the true policy of the | 
Government, not only upon principle but as a 
matter of economy. If lands are not worth more 


I propose to offer 
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for the public domain is of necessity and of itself 
limited inamount. Soif you hold out inducements 
to settle the older of the land States of the Union, 
by cheapening the price of the land therein, you 
prevent emigration to the newer parts of the 
country. Butif the present policy of the coun- 
try is insisted on, and adhered to, you will people 
the wilderness, and cause to mingle ina few years, 
the population of the Pacific with that of the Atlan- 
tic coast. If you resist that progress and change 
the present land policy, and depart from the princi- 
ple which has been heretofore pursued, you will 
change the entire system of things, and bring back 
the Government to the policy of disposing of the 
fands of the older States of the Union first—lI re- 
peat it, you will arrest the settlement of the newer 
portions of the public domain. 

Now, I heard a gentleman yesterday illustrating 
the position of the Government in regard to the 
public lands, by comparing it to the case of prop- 
erty held by the churches of the middle ages in 
England. Gentlemen who talk thus are too well 
informed seriously to insist upon an illustration 
or parallel of that sort. That was a case where 
the ecclesiastical power of the country overshad- 
owed and pressed down the yeomanry of the 
country. 

Complaints were made of the same sort, and 
from the same quarter, of the grasping power of 
the General Government in regard to the public 
domain. Is thattrue? Do the facts sustain the 
charge? Has not the Government, on the con- 
trary, been liberal in the extreme in this respect? 
Look at your preémption laws. Why, sir, but 
the other day this House passed a bill absolutely 
making a free and naked gift of land to actual 
settlers upon the public domain. And yet gentle- | 
men, who are in favor of this bill, stand up here 
and talk about the overbearing power and the 
grasping disposition of this Government in regard 
to the public lands. 

Sir, this question connected with the disposition 
of the public domain is, as 1 understand it, en- 
tirely misunderstood by very many gentlemen 
upon this floor. Congress has not heretofore 
voted away, as donations and as naked gifts, 
large portions of the public domain; but, as I | 
shall undertake to show, and shall show conclu- 
sively from the records of the country, the amount 
thus voted away is exceedingly limited—not ex- 
ceeding fifty thousand acres, instead of the hun- 
dreds of millions of acres, as asserted by a gentle- 
man the other day. All these things | shall notice 
in proper time. 

I now come back to this bill. Its effect will be 
to retard the settlement of the frontier of our | 
country. It will prevent the extension of those 
settlements, and limit them to those portions of 


than twelve and a half cents per acre, why, it |+the public domain which lie within the older land 


would cost more to keep up your Land Office, and | 
to sell them, than the revenue which would be | 
produced by the sale of them. 

True, Mr. Chairman, it would take a long time 
—thirty years—to get rid of this public land ques- 


tion in Congress, under the proposition which I | 


have submitted. But Congress would get rid of 
it in that time, and it would be far better that this 


this country. 


Mr. DISNEY. The propositions that have 
been made to amend the original bill are, in my 


opinion, all of them bad, but the proposition of | 
the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Jones,]} as I | 


understand it, is infinitely worse. 


This is not the occasion, but I shall avail my- | 
self of an early opportunity to address the House | 
at length in regard to our policy in reference to the | 


public domain. But let me say here in general 


terms, that the House is generally laboring under | 
& grievous error in regard to the true history of |, 
the action of Congress in relation to the public 


domain. 

This bill as it stands ought to be entitled—for 
such will be its inevitable effect—** A bill to retard 
the settlement of the frontiers of the country,” 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


States of the Union. That policy, in my judg- 
ment, is unwise, and ought not to be sustained by 
this House. I showed yesterday, anil showed 
conclusively, that in 1828, according to a report 
from the General Land Office, fifty millions of 
acres of the public land remained unsold, which 
had been in market for a long period of time; and 


|| yet, in 1840—only twelve years subsequent to the 
should be done, rather than that the question | 
should continue to dividethe Democratic party of | 


date of that statement—nineteen million two hun- 
dred and seventeen thousand six hundred and oe 


| one of these same fifty millions—barely exceec 


ing one third of the quantity—had been sold fora 
sum exceeding the amount estimated as the value 
of the whole in 1828. 


The question was then taken upon the amend- | 


ment offered by Mr. Jones, of Louisiana; and it 
was not agreed to. 

Mr.SKELTON. I movetoamend inthe tenth 
line by striking out the word ‘‘twenty,’’ and insert- 
ing the word ‘‘twenty-five,”’ so that the clause 
may read: 


* And all of the lands of the United States that shall have 
been in market for twenty-five years or upwards, as afore- 


|| said, and still remaining unsold, shall be subject to sale at 


fifty cents per acre.”’ 


Mr. Chairman, the bill which we have now 
under consideration, I believe to be one of great 
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in it is, to my mind, the same as that involved in 
the bill called the homestead bill. The main ob- 
ject of both of these bills is to secure, as rapidly 
as possible, the settlement and cultivation of the 
public lands. This is an object which wiil be 
conceded by every American citizen as highly de- 
sirable to attain; and I am astonished to find that 
many of the Representatives from the new States— 
from the States in which these lands are located— 
should object to the passage of this bill, 

The honorable chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands, who has just taken his seat, [Mr. 
Disney,]} says the effect of the passage of this bill 
will be to prevent the settlement upon the public 
lands which have come into market at a later 
period upon the remote frontiers of the country. 
That will be its effect to some extent, it is true; 
but I ask gentlemen representing the States in 
which the lands to which this bill principally ap- 
plies, whether it is not for the interest of their 
constituents that these lands should be settled as 
rapidly as possible? Is it not for their interest 
that these lands, which are now an uncultivated 
wilderness, should become peopled by hardy and 
industrious settlers ? 

Sir, the argument of the gentleman from Ohio, 
to my mind, has no weight at all. The object of 
the Government, in disposing of its public lands, 
should be to secure their speedy settlement, 
whether it be of lands which have been in the 
market a long or a short time. This bill will, in 
my opinion, promote that object; because it will 
secure the settlement and cultivation of the waste 
lands of the country. Calculate for a moment 
what would be the effect of cultivating these lands 
which have beén in the market twenty or thirty 
years. Let them be put under cultivation, and 
how many crops would it take to pay the price 
for them at $1 25 peracre? How many years 
would it require? Why, sic, every crop would 
pay ten times over the amount the General Gov- 
ernment will get for them; and if, in the last 
twenty years, while these lands have been lying 
an uncultivated waste, they had been under culti- 
vation, the benefit which would have resulted 
therefrom is incalculable; it is a hundred times 
over the value of the lands to the Government. 
Hence it should be the object of every man to se- 
cure the cultivation and settlement of these lands 
as rapidly as possible. 

3ut the gentleman tells us that by this bill you 
will not get the lands taken up as rapidly as would 
otherwise be the case; that the lands upon your 
frontiers will not be taken. Now, sir, there are 
many persons in the older States who have not 
the means of taking themselves and families to the 
frontier settlements, who would very gladly avail 
themselves of the opportunity of settling upon 
some of these lands, if the price were reduced 
within their means to purchase. 

But again, the effect of this bill will be to attract 
and draw off many who otherwise would go to 
your cities for homes. It holds out inducements 
to them to go into your western States, and culti- 
vate the soil. Thus many would be drawn from 
the purlieus of vice and corruption in your cities, 
and become hardy and industrious citizens of the 
western States. 

If | could satisfy myself that the Senate would 
pass the homestead bill, | should prefer that to 
this. But the fears which I entertain in reference 
to the fate of that hill, forces me to support this 
as the next best proposition to secure the settle- 
ment of the public lands of the country. re re- 
peat, sir, that the object of this Government in dis- 
posing of the public lands should not be to secure 
as much revenue from them as possible; it should 
be to settle them as speedily as possible. These 
lands should be cultivated. We want the pro- 
ducts of the soil, and we want men to produce 
them 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. WADE. It seems to me that the views 
which have been taken in reference to this bill, 
are entirely erroneous. I do not know what 
quantity of land under it will be subject to entry 





cause, as I remarked yesterday, the demand | importanceto thecountry. The principle involved || at twelve and a half cents, or what quantity at 
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twenty-five cents per acre; but I am confident as 
to what will be the result in regard to that which 
may remain subject to entry at those prices. It 
will ultimately fall into the hands of speculators 
instead of those of poor settlers. 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Sket- 
von] says that it will draw the poor from the cities 
to settle on these lands. Capitalists will purchase 
these lands at twelve and # half cents per acre. 

Mr. COBB. 1 would call the gentleman’s at- 
tention to the latter clause of the bill, which re- 
stricta the entry of any one individual to three 
hundred and twenty acres. 

Mr. WADE. ‘Then I am satisfied with the 
bill, though dissatisfied with the reasons which 
have been given for it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the amendment, it 
was put, and the amendment was disagreed to. 


The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB I move to amend by inserting, 
after the word ** until,’”’ in the eighth section, the 
words, ** within thirty days preceding.’’ If that 
amendment be adopted, | shall move to strike out 
the words “twelve months,’’ and in lieu thereof 
insert the words ** eleven months,’’ so that the sec- 
tion would read as follows: 


Sec. 8. Aad be it further enacted, That upon every re- 
duction in price, under the provisions of this act, the occu 
pant and settler upon the lands shall have the right of pre 
empuion at such graduated price, upon the same terms, 
conditions, restrictions, and limitations, upon which the 
public lands of tie United States are now subject to the right 
of preémption, until within thuty days preceding the next 
graduation or reduction shall take place; and if not so pur 
chased, shall again be subject to right of preémption for 
eleven months as before, and so on from time to ume, as 
reductions take place: Provided, That nothing in this act 
shall be so construed as to interfere with any right which 
has or may accrue by virtue of any act granting preéinpuon 
to actual settlers upon public lands. 


It will be perceived that the amendment is an 
impertant one. If the settler does not come in 


and enter the land within thirty days of the next 
graduation, we open the land to others. 
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We do | 


not ask for settlers perpetual preémption. We | : : 
|| graduation of price of the public lands most natu- 


do not ask that settlers shall hold their land over 
twelve months, other twelve months again, and 


so on, until he can get it for twelve and a half 


cents. My amendment, on the failure of the settler | 


to enter within thirty days of the next graduation, 
allows somebody else to come in and enter it. 


| 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was adopted. . 


Mr. COBB. Taq make the section correspond 
with the amendment just adopted, | now move to 
strike out the words ** twelve months,’’ and in lieu 
thereof to insert the words ** eleven months.’’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was adopted. 


The Clerk proceeded with the reading of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. I move to strike from the ninth 
section the words ‘under the provisions of the 
eighth and ninth sections of this act.”” They are 
rendered unnecessary by previous amendment. 

Mr. JAMES C. ALLEN. Is it in order to 
move to strike out the entire section ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Not while amendments 
are pending for perfecting the sectign. 

Mr. HAVEN. Mr. Chairman, nobody seems 
to be much interested in the progress of this 
measure; at least it seems to be moving along in 


this committee in a very desultory manner, and | 
so that #o one can tell whether it has more friends | 


or enemies among us. 


i shail, when | have spoken briefly in opposi- | 


tion to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Alabama, (Mr. Coss,] take the first proper op- 
portunity to move that the committee Jo rise and 
report the bill to the House, with a recommend- 


ation thai itdo not pass. It seems to methat such 


a motion is the only one which will develop the 


sentiments of the committee in reference to the 
bill. 


W hat possible use can there be in spending fur- | 


ther time upon this bill? What is to be gained 
by it? Is it for the benefit of the poor and laboring 
men of the country that this legislation is needed, | 
as we are told it is, by gentlemen upon the other | 
side ofthe House? Why, sir, we have already 
passed and sent to the Senate a bill giving the poor 
man (nay, and the rich too) about as much land as 
they can occupy, if they will only go and settle | 
upon it, without the payment of a single cent. 


| lie lands. 


Is this legislation then, for the benefit of the 
rich man? No, sir; for the ninth section of this bill 
limits the entry of any one man under it (rich or 
poor) to three hundred and twenty acres. ‘Then, 
sir, | ask for whom are we legislating in this 
bill? 

It seems to be agreed, on all sides, that we shall 
keep the public lands out of the hands of specu- 
Why then, sir, as this bill confines its 
provisions to actual settlers, and in small quanti- 
ties, why, I ask, shall we foolishly provide that 
the settler may take at twenty-five cents, fifty 
cents, seventy-five cents, one dollar, or one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, as the case may 
be, when, by the provisions of the homestead bill, 
we give him the privilege of taking the same lands 
for nothing? Does any one doubt under which 
bill the settler will make his entry? 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Sker- 
TON] avers that he will vote for this bill, because 
he entertains doubts of the passage of the home- 
stead bill in the Senate, declaring that he prefers 
that bill to this, and will vote for this only, be- 
cause this can be made available to the country, 
if that fails elsewhere. Now,sir, I voted against 
that bill; I voted against it very reluctantly. I 
| was very nearly poised in my judgment apon 
the subject of its merits. I am quite willing to 
see that bill becomea law. And let me say to the 
gentleman from New Jersey, that the best way to 
secure the passage of that bill in the Senate, is to 
offer them no alternative whatever; but let them 
know we stand firm upon our judgment in refer- 
ence to that measure. 

There is a bill now on the Speaker’s table, sir, 
which has been postponed to a day certain, and 


lators. 


which day will soon arrive, that will open up all | 


the pending questions in reference to the public 
lands. I refer to the bill of my colleague, [Mr. 
Bennett,] and which billis known as ** Bennett’s 
bill.??) That bill, sir, and the substitutes and 
amendments offered to it by the Speaker, and by 
the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. Perxins,} 
cover the whole ground. On the discussion of 
the questions there presented, this question of the 


rally belongs. In my opinion, sir, that is the 
time when it should be met and settled. 

Weask now, sir, only $1 25 per acre for the pub- 
That, [ submit, is reasonably cheap— 
cheap enough. More especially is it cheap enough 
when any man who is unwilling to give it can, 
under the homestead bill, take his land for nothing. 
Yes, sir, without paying a single cent. 

Why, sir, it costs me—it costs all of us—two 
acres of Jand each a day, rated at the present prices, 
for our meals and lodging whilst we are legislating 
here for the country. Is it not true, sir, either 
that we are paying high prices, or the price of land 
is very low at the present minimum? I submit to 
the committee, sir, we had better go back into the 
House with this bill at once, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. 

Mr. COBB. What amendment does the gen- 
tleman from New York propose? I want to op- 
pose it, and I think I can answer what the gentle- 
man has said very satisfactorily. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has been speaking in opposition to the 
pending amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amendment; 
and it was rejected. 


Mr. HAVEN. I move that the committee do 


now rise and report the bill to the House, with a 


recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. COBB. Before that motion is entertained, 
I wish to propose one more amendment to the 
bill;—to strike out the word ** perjury”’ at the end 
of the third section. 

I am sorry to find my worthy and talented 
friend from New York [Mr. Haven] opposing a 
measure which, | think, commends itself to every 
rational mind. I can only excuse him upon this 
ground, for I know that his heart is right 

Mr. LETCHER. Is the motion of the gentle- 
man from New York-debatable? 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York would not be in order as 
long as gentlemen have amendments to offer. 

Mr. COBB. Iam satisfied that if the gentle- 
man from New York had investigated the bear- 
ings of this question, he would have come to the 
conclusion, that the bill now under consideration 


|| does not interfere with the homestead bill in the 


Be. 


. 

April 13, 
least. There are thousands of individuals 
have one hundred and sixty acres of land n 
who do not intend to avail chemselves of the a 
efit of the homestead bill, provided you will alic,, 
them, under the provisions of this bill, to e; - 
lands adjoining theirs at their intrinsic Value By 
the passage of this bill much will be saved to the 
Government; for there are a great many indivi , 
uals who would pay for the land if yOu were 
allow them to do so at their proper valuation 
otherwise will take up one hundred and SIXLY acres 
under the homestead bill, and settle there five years 
for the purpose ofsecuring it. I contend that this bill 
has for its object not only the benefit of the poor 
man, but the interest of the General Government, jn 
arevenue pointof view. If the Government Were 
to sell the lands at a fair price, it would receive in 
a very few years, an amount equal to what ie 
has received for many years past, and the poor 
men of the country would have land for culiiya. 
tion, and, thereby, means of subsistence. | will 
say to the friends of the homestead bill, that there 
is no better friend of that bill in this House thay 
myself; and I am the last man to interpose any 
obstacle in its way. I ask gentlemen not to oe 
up a scare-crow, in order to drive the friends of 
the homestead policy from the support of a meas. 
ure of so much importance as the one now under 
consideration. Iam sorry to find my colleague 
[Mr. Puiturps,] who isa member of the Commit. 
tee on Public Lands, taking the position he has, 
with regard to this question. Iam sorry to find 
him treading upon the ashes of the illustrious 
Jackson, Polk, and others, who have recommended 
this policy. 

I will send up to the reporter’s desk the follow- 
ing statement from the Department of the Interior, 
containing some important facts bearing upon this 
question, which I desire to be incorporated with 
my remarks: 

Nothing retards the growth and prosperity of the country 
more, nor inflicts greater injury upon the resident, than the 
possession, by individuals or companies, of extensive un 
cultivated tracts of the public lands. To correct this evil, 
facilities should be liberally extended to the actual settler, 
and withheld from the mere speculator. 

During the last fiscal year 9,819,41] Ll acres have been sur- 


veyed, and 10,363,891 acres brought into market. In the 
same period there were— 


who 


id- 
to 
» Who 


eee ee wens 


Located with military bounty land war- 

PONS. ccciccvccs vecveetsscewecese owsees 
Located with other certificates .......... ‘ 
Selected for the States, as swamp lands.. 16,684,25: 
Donated for railroads, &c cocccoces 1,437,457 
eovees 25,346,992 « 
Showing an increase in quantity sold and located with 
land warrants, and under grants, of 12,231,818 acres over 
the previous fiscal year. 

The quantity of land sold during the second and third 
quarters of 1852, was 334,451 acres ; amount received there- 
for, $623,687 59. 

Quantity sold second and third quarters of 1853, 1,609,919 
acres; amount received therefor $2,226,876 36. 

The whole number of land warrants issued, under exist- 
ing laws, up to the 30th September last, was 266,42, of 
which there were then outstanding 66,947. The quantity 
of land required to satisty the latter is 4,778,120 acres. 
Warrants have been issued to the 30th September 

last, under the act of Llth February. 1847, calling 

for 12,879,280 acres. 
Under the acts of September 28, 1850, and 
March 22, 1852, for........seesccscees 12,505,360 “ 


1,083,495 acres, 


6,142,360 


Making a total of...... 


Making a total of..........eeeese 25,38. 640 “ 

‘There have been issued under the act of the 3ist August, 
1852, for the satisfaction of Virginia Jand warrants, | ,65/ 
pieces of land scrip, embracing 129,669 acres. [tis sup- 
posed the scrip yet to be issued under this act will require 
870,000 acres. 

It may be several years before the land warrants and 
scrip will be exhausted, and, until then, the amount of 
land sold for cash will be comparatively small. 

The entire area of the public domain is estimated at about 
1,584,000,000 acres. That within the States (exclusive o 
California) is 471,892,439 acres. 

Its purchase was effected at the rate of 14.41 cents per 
acre, amounting to ; se cecccess GO7,999,70 

To this sbould be added the Indian reserva 
tions, which enter into the original cost, 
amounting to 3,400,725 acres, which, valued 
at #1 25 per acre, would make.... 

Up to 30th June, 1853, 334,256,810 acres had 
been sold, at an expense of 2.07 cents per 
acre, making.... 


4,250 906 


. eee 


6,919,116 


| And 184,667,135 acre: sold at an additional ex- 


pense for selling, at 5.32 cents per acre, 54.001 
MAKING ..0 occ ctier vessecces.ces 9 ,824,2° 


— 


eee eee ee weer 


The entire cost (including surveying and sell- 
ing) being sats eevee oe $ 
<= 
The whole amount accruing from sales up to 30th June, 
1853, was $142,283,478; being $53,289,465 more than the 


994,013 


' eos tof the whole, thus far, inclusive of survey and sale. 
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of the surveyed lands there have been granted— 
‘educational PULPOSCS.....eseeceeees 11,199,973 acres. 


yilitary DOUNTIES....60 eeeeeeeeee ees 24,841,980 


rnal improvements........- 16,607,013 * 


cee vccese atectsencseace Gene == 


For ¢€ 

p 

And tor inte 
Making 


t remain of the surveyed lands 96,940,709 acres, | 
after deducting the cost of selling yet to be 
borne). secs ceeesscecs tesees descccesveccecQee eee 

ws | 137,635,629 acres, worth (after deducting ah eae 

* the expense of surveying and selling)...... 161,873,263 


ere Vé 
eT 


worth 








Making ..-ecceccececces seccesccescecs 277,891,904 

To which add the net profits received for lands 

at tually Pe ecceee ceocees 6 Seseeececce . 53,289 ,465 | 
And we find that, while the purchase, survey, 
~ and sale of the public lands will, in the end, | 

h sve cost $88,994,013, the net amount which 

wil] have been realized therefor is the enor- | 
eee eeQG0l,18) 369 





mous sum Of..cecese rn 6 weetee wand da 





The CHAIRMAN. The pending motion is to 
strike out the word ‘* perjury.” 

Mr. BISSELL. I object to striking out the 
word ‘perjury,’’ because I think the bill will be 
less perfect if that word is omitted. 1 should be 
very sorry to see anything done which would 
weaken the prospect for the success of this bill. 
There has been scarcely a bill before the House 
conceived, as I believe, in better policy than the 
one now under consideration. I look upon it as 
a sequel, and a very appropriate one, to the home- 
stead bill. What was the argument adduced in 
support of that bill? It was that the Government 
itself derived an indirect profit from having the 
puouc lands brought into a productive state; that 
the wealth and the number of freeholders of the | 
country would be greatly increased thereby. Will 
not this bill have precisely the same effect? 

ifa man can now buy at the rate of one dollar 
ner acre, lands which were previously held at 
$1 25 per acre, or if he can buy now for fifty cents | 
what $1 25 was formerly asked for, or if he can | 
buy now for twelve and a half cents lands which | 
were formerly held at that higher price, will there | 
not be many men who will then be able to buy 
and cultivate the lands who had been previously 
prevented from doing so in consequence of the 
high price? How, therefore, can those gentlemen | 
who voted for the homestead bill prevail upon 
themselves to vote against this one ? 

The gentleman from New York inquires whether | 
the bill is to benefit both the rich and the poor, or 
on which of these classes it is intended to confer 
benefits.» Sir, | really never thought to ask my- 
self that question. 1 am not in the habit of being | 
actuated by such motives in legislating for the | 
country. 1 do not care to inquire into this ques- 
tion now. Ido not know whether the rich or the 
peor will profit most by it. I was going to say, 
and as a legislator | do say, that I do not care— 
though as aman perhaps I might. But, sir, I 
think it will be a greater benefit to the poorer 
classes than to therich, Very few rich men care 
to buy three hundred and twenty, and no more, 
acres of land at this reduced price. It is a very 
little object to arich man. Therefore, I think that 
a much larger proportion of those who are in needy 
circumstances will be benefited by this bill than of 
the wealthy. 

: But it is said that if the homestead bill passed 
by this House should become a law, there is no | 
necessity for the bill now under discussion. Those 
Who say so seem to forget that those who may be- 
come actual settlers under that homestead bill, are | 
bound to settle on alternate sections and parts of | 
Sections, thus leaving as many sections and parts 
of sections not liable to the provisions a the | 
homestead law as there are sections and parts of 
sections. This difficulty is intended to be obvi- | 
ated under the bill before us. 

The land is not all of equal value. If you 
would be consistent, unless you reduce the price 
of certain lands, you ought to raise the price of | 
others. | repeat what | said on this subject yes- | 
terday. It is absurd to hold at a uniform hori- | 
zontal price all our public domain, differing as it 
does in value on account of quality, on account of | 


the facility of getting to market, and on account of || 


a thousand other reasons, which regulate the | 
value of land‘in all countries. Either reduce the 
price of a portion of the lands which are now all 
fixed at the one price, or else raise the price of a 
portion of them so that the prices may correspond | 
in some way with the real value of these lands. 
he gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Disney] argues 
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and objects, that if we pass this bill, actual settlers, 
instead of rushing over into the unoccupied terri- 
tories, and crowding out the Indians, will stop and 
settle on their route in some of the older States. | 
see no objection in that. 

Mr. DISNEY. Ido. 

Mr. BISSELL. Well, I cannot imagine what 
good objection there can be to that. I do not see 
what objection the gentleman from Ohio should 
have to have two hundred thousand acres of public 
lands in one of the older States settled on and cul- 
tivated under this law, as it would have the effect 
of causing 

{Here the hammer fell.] 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Coss.] 

Mr. COBB. I withdraw that amendment. 

Objection was made to the withdrawal. 

The question was then taken; and the amend- 
ment was not agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I move to amend 
by striking out the entire ninth section of the bill. 

The ninth section, Mr. Chairman, provides that 
persons shall not enter more than three hundred 
and twenty acres of land under the provisions of 
this bill. Now, I am in favor of this bill, because 
it reduces and graduates the price of the public 
lands; because it enables the General Government 
to sell the lands and receive a revenue for them, 
which they will not be able to do so long as the 
lands are retained by the Government at the price 
of $1 25 per acre. [| live ina new Siate, as well 
as other gentlemen who seem to have a contempt 
for the intelligence of everybody who happens to 
differ with them in opinion. 1 live in one of the 
new States; and I know that there are many thou- 
sands, and many hundreds of thousands acres of 
land in the State of Louisiana which never can be 
sold at the rate of $1 25 per acre; and there are 
thousands ’and hundreds of thousands of acres 
which can never be disposed of for a dollar, or 
even for seventy-five cents an acre; yet this very 
land might be sold for twenty-five cents, or twelve 
and a haif cents per acre—a mere nominal price. 
The effect of offering these Jands for such a small 
price would be to produce a revenue to the State 
of Louisiana, and to bring in a revenue to the Gen- 
eral Government. 

I do not say that persons should be confined to 
three hundred and twenty acres of land each. 
There are thousands of persons living in the South 
and West who want more than three hundred and 
twenty acres, for various purposes—for the pur- 
pose of lumbering and grazing, and various other 
uses. 

I do not understand that we are here to legislate 
for classes. It is for the purpose of getting rid 
of the public lands, and deriving a revenue there- 
from. That is the object of this bill, and that is 
the reason why I support it. -But if this ninth 
section shall be adopted, it will defeat, in a great 
measure, the very object of this bill—or what 
ought to be the object of this bill—which is to get 
rid of the public domain, (which we have not 
heretofore been able to dispose of at $1 25 per 
acre) at twelve and a half cents per acre. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The effect of the 
motion of the gentleman from Louisiana, [Mr. 
Jones,] if it be adopted by the committee, will be 
to subject all the land, under the operation of this 
bill, to general entry at a graduated price. When 
they shall be thrown upon the market at twelve 
alte half or twenty-five cents per acre, they will 

be entered, not by the section, or even by two 
sections, but in lots of thousands of acres, by 
capitalists, who will hold them in their hands, 
and will defeat the great object of the bill, which 





| is to reduce the price, according to the time that 


they have been in the market unsold, and to place 
them into the hands of actual cultivators at reduced 
prices. 

I am one of those who are uncompromisingly 
opposed to any and every system by which the 
public lands of this country can be so disposed 
of as to concentrate them in the hands of capital- 
ists at a small price. Sir, it is wrong in policy, 
and wrong in principle. Could I have my views 

revail in regard to the disposition of the public 
set L would repeal all laws which require that 
they shall be sold or offered at public sale; and 
when surveyed and ready to be placed in market, 
I would open the land offices for private entry by 


settlers at the lowest price for which the Govern- || 
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ment could afford to dispose of them. I would 
never permit this Government to sell one acre to 
any person except to those who would locate 
upon them, or who wanted them for their individ- 
ual use. 
and twenty acres, but to six hundred and forty, 


1 would not limit them to three hundred 


or perhaps to two sections, and then require them 
to live upon and cultivate a portion of it. It is 
wrong for this Government, holding all the public 
lands of the country, to put them into market and 
make merchandise of them, while those who give 
to them all their value—the actual settlers—shall 
be subject to be speculated upon by the capitalists 
of the country. I hope the motion of the gentle- 
man from Louisiana, [Mr. Jones,] to strike out 
the ninth section, will not prevail. x 

Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. I ask for tellers 
upon the mouon to strike out this section, 

Mr. CHASTAIN moved a pro forma amend- 
ment, and said: Mr. Chairman, | have offered 
this amendment for the purpose of replying to 
what has been said by the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, who has just taken pis seat. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will feel it his 
duty to confine the gentleman in his remarks 
strictly to the explanation of his amendment. 

Mr.CHASTAIN. That is what | propose to 
do. It will be recollected that the House has 
already passed one homestead bill; but the gentle- 
man from Tennessee objects to striking out this 
section which prohibits any man from purchasing 
more than one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
because it will be inviting those who are not set- 
tlers to come Into the market, where they will not 
be restricted to three hundred and twenty acres. 
Now, sir, | had supposed that the main object of 
the Government in bringing those lands into the 
market was, that they should be sold so as most 
to benefit the Government. But the course you 
are now taking would indicate that the object is 
to benefit the new States and those who setile 
upon the public lands. That is the object of the 
homestead bill which you have passed. You have 
provided that any person shall be entitled to go 
and enter free of cost one hundred and sixty acres 
of land, and you now provide in this bill that he 
may purchase at a reduced cost three hundred 
and twenty acres more, but further than that he is 
not permitted togo. And inthis way you propose 
to dispose of your entire public domain. 

Sir, if a man from one of the old States, who 
cannot go and settle upon the public lands, chooses 
to go into the market and purchase at $1 25 an 
acre, any quantity of land for which he may 
choose to pay the Government price, | know of no 
reason why he should not be permitted to do it. 

Under the eperation of this bill, if there are 
lands which have been thirty years in market, the 
settlers will get them at twelve and a half cents 
per acre—almost for nothing. 

it seems to me you are legislating exclusively 
for one class of persons—the same class which 
your homestead bill is designed to benefit—those 
who move into the wesiern country, and settle 
upon the lands. By this restriction in this bill, 
you legislate for the benefit of the settlers only, 
and exclude those in the old States, who cannot 
go there, from all the benefits arising from your 
public domain. Sir, that kind of legislation is 
unjust. It is not only unjust to the people of the 
old States, but it deprives the Government of the 
revenue which might otherwise accrue from the 
sale of the public lands. I hope the motion of the 
gentleman from Louisiana will prevail, and that 
the section will be stricken out. 

Mr. SKELTON. Iam opposed to this motion 


' to strike out, for the reason that its adoption would 


defeat the object of the bill. As I said when I was 
up before, the object of this bill is to secure the 
settlement of the public lands. That object will 
be defeated by the removal of this restriction as 
proposed, because these lands would then be taken 
up by speculators and large monopolists, which 
would prevent their settlement for years to come. 
And while I shall give this bill my cordial support 
in its present form, should this section be stricken 
out,I shall be compelled to vote against it. 

But it seems to me that the argument of the 
gentleman from Georgia, who has just taken his 
seat, will not apply with any great force to this 
bill. If it is desirable, as he seems to think, that 
wealthy persons should be allowed to go on the 
public iam, and take up large tracts to hold for 
their own benefit—if they wish to purchase more 
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than three hundred and twenty acres, they can go 
on to the Government lands, upon which no fe- 
striction has been placed,and purchase any quan- 
tity they choose at the Government price; so that 
1 du not see that this bill will work any great hard- 
ship upon that claes of persons. But, as I said, 
the object of the billis to secure the cultivation 
and settlement of the lands. Weknow very well 
of these land monopolies. We know 
that when these lands are once thrown into the 
hands of speculators, they will remain year after 
vear without a cultivator. 
' The bill, if the amendment be adopted, will be 
to prevent settlement for years, because men with 
small capital will purchase large quantities for 
twelve and a half centa per acre, and hold them 
for a length of time. I hope the amendment wil! 
be rejected, without detaining the committee with 
further remarks which might be properly made. 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected, 
‘The question then recurred on the amendment 
to atrike out the ninth section. 
Mr. JONES, of Louisiana. 
the amendment. 

'T-llers were not ordered. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 

So the House refased to strike out the ninth 
section. 

Mr. COBB. I move that the committee do now 
rise, and report the bill. 

Mr. LETCHER. I submit the following, as 
a substitute for the bill: 


the results 


[ call for tellers on 


A BILL to graduate the price of the public lands, and for 
other purposes 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
ofthe United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the minimum price of the public lands of the United States, 
within the limits of the States, shall remain unchanged 
until the commencement of the fiscal year beginning July 
first, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, but after that period 
the price shall be reduced according to the following scale ; 
All lands which shall have been offered at public vale, and 
remaining unsold ten years, shall be reduced to the price of 
one dollar per acre; all lands which shall have been offered 
at public sale, and remaining unsold filteen years, shall be 
reduced to seventy five cents an acre; and all lands which 
shall have been offered at public sale, and remaining unsold 
twenty years, shall be sold at fifty cents an acre; and all 
lands which shall have been offered at public sale, and 
remaining unsold twenty five years, shall thereatter be re- 
duced to a price of twenty five cents an acre; and all lands 
which shall have been offered at public sale, and remaining 
unsold thirty years, shall thereafter be reduced to twelve 
and a half cents an acre: Provided, That no lands shall 
be sold at twelve anda half cents an acre until they shall 
have been previously subject to entry through a period of 
two years, at the price of fifty cents an acre. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That whenevera State 
shall desire to acquire a preémption right to all the lands, 
or to all the lands of any certain class and price, as fixed 
hy this act, within its borders, and signify the same to the 
President of the United States, by an act of its government, 
duly passed and authenticated, it shall be granted on the 
following tertns, and in the manner hereinafter preseribed : 
That said State may fix the price of said lands above that 
preseribed in the first section of this act, reserving the ex- 
cess to itself: Provided, That the title shall not pass to the 
purchaser until he has paid the price fixed, in the said first 
section, to the United States; which, upon said payment, 
and the presentation of a certificate of title from the State, 
duly authenticated, shall, through its proper officers, issue a 
patent for said land to the purchaser: Provided, however, 
‘That the lands shall be subject to the same legal suhdivis 
ions in the sale and surfey as are now provided by law; 
nor shall the sites of fortifications, navy and dock yards, 
arsenals, magazines, and other public buildings, be consid 
ered as included within the provisions of this act: .@nd 
provided further, That any State which shall Accept the 
provisions of this act, shall take them in full of the five per 
centum fund hereatter to become due, or any part thereof 
which may not have been paid, and also ofthe sections re 
served for schools; nor shall the graduating process from 
one dollar and twenty-five cents to one dollar, to seventy 
five cents, to fifly cents, to twenty-five cents, and to twelve 
anda half cents an acre take place until the lands in each 
class shall have been exposed to sale for a period of atleast 
two years at the price herein prescribed for its class, after 
which the price of the said lands shall be reduced to that 
of the grade next below it in value as herein declared. 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That this act shall 
in ho way apply to town or village property, either in lots 
or out lots, nor be so construed as to interfere with any 
presipption ciaim, under any existing laws of the United 
States, nor to any of the mineral lands of the United States, 
the lands covered by such preémptions, or embracing such 
minerals, being hereby expressly excluded from the opera 
tions of this act; and full power and authority are hereby 
given to the Secretary of the Interior to make all needful 
rules and regulations for fully carrying into effeet the sev 
eral provisions of this act. The said Secretary of the Inte- 
rior is also authorized to fix a uniform price according to 
some one of the classifications of this bill upon all the lands 
of a township where different parts of the same have been 
exposed to sale for different periods of time: Provided, 
however, That this provision shall not extend to town or 
village property, or to sections and special reservations 
made by the Department. 
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Mr. LETCHER. The committee is impa- 


tient, and I do not propose to detain it with any 


remarks upon this subject. The substitute 1s 


plain and intelligible, and gentlemen will have no 
difficulty in understanding it just as well without 
a word of remark from me as with it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That amendment, 
if J understand it, proposes to graduate the price 
of the public lands, and leave them subject to gen- 
eral entry by anybody and everybody, so that if 
one man had money enough he could enter the 
whole of them at this graduated price. I believe 
that is wrong in policy and principle, and | hope 
the committee will net adept it. 


Mr. GROW. I offer the following as a pro- 
viso to the first section of the substitute: 

Provided, That no Jands hereafter surveyed by the au 
thority of the Government, except mineral lands and sifch 
reservations as have been or may be at any time made by 
Government for its own use, shall be exposed by procia 
mation or in any other way to public sale, but shali be sub- 
ject to private entry only by actual settlers who make such 
entry for the purpose of settlement and cultivation. 


I offer this amendment for the reason that as 
the substitute now stands it would, as is suggested 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, leave your 
lands subject to entry in unlimited quantities at 
your graduated prices. Your graduation then 
would be for the benefit of the capitalists of the 
country desiring to make this kind of investment, 
and not for the benefit of the settlers. It would 
lenve these lands open to be absorbed by capital- 
ists; after the settlements surrounding your vacant 
lands have made them valuable, they come in just 
in advance of the settlers, take them out of the 
market, and hold them at an enhanced price, thus 
doing an injury to the labor of the country. 

Is that the proper policy for this Government? 
Is it just on the part of this Government, when 
it has the control and dispusal of these lands, to 
leave them to be disposed of in such a way as to In- 
jure the settlers without benefiting any imterestin 
the country? 


great interests of the country, to leave them for 


the sole benefit of capitalists seeking that kind of 


investment? No, sir; the first duty of the Gov- 
ernment is to take care of men who cultivate the 
land and make it valuable, and not allow the 
fruits of their labor to be taken by the capitalists 
of the country, thereby depriving them of the 
means of educating their families, and rearing them 
as respectable members of society, thus inflicting 
an injury on the country not to be computed in 
dollars and cents. The Government derives the 
same revenue whether the lands are taken by 
speculators or by settlers. The price is the same 
to all. The whole loss then is the amount of in- 
terest from the time when the lands would be pur- 
chased by speculators unul the time of settlement 
by settlers. And for the sake of this small amount, 
is he Government to do an injury to an estimable 
class of citizens by a system of legislation benefit- 
ing the class of the community that is least deserv- 
ing of benefit, ifany is to be bestowed by the Gov- 
ernment? 

This system of benefits is all wrong upon the 
partof theGovernment. Letnot the Government 
extend its hand to any class—to the strong against 
the weak—but let it throw around these public 
lands those securities and restrictions that will se- 
cure to ‘the laborer the earnings that may be used 
for the support of his family, and the educatior of 
his children. 

Mr. DISNEY. I wish to say that I desire to 
see this bill brought to a vote. Circumstances 
compel me to leave the Hall, and | should regret 
if the bill were to be put upon its passage during 
my absence. I have repeatedly expressed my 
opposition in every possible form to all the prop- 
ositions which have been presented here to de- 
spoil the General Government ofthe public domain. 
| repeat now, before | leave the Chamber, that 
nothing, in my judgment, can be more absurd 


| than to entertain any of these propositions, while 


you are pursuing the policy of throwing, annu- 


| ally, upon the market three or four times as much 


land as settlers can take up and occupy. 

Mr. BISSELL. I regret, too, that the gentle- 
man from Ohio [Mr. Disney] is obliged to leave 
the Hall, before the vote is taken upon this bill; 


Is it right for this Government, | 
when it has discretion to place such restricuionson |! 
the disposal of the lands, as will best promote the 


his views upon this question. - This bill as we 
ginally introduced was a very simple and ; 
preposition. It wasa bill simply to graduate an 
duce the price of the public lands. It is a measur 
that has long been demanded by the country I 
regret, therefore, that other propositions ‘} 
been brought in differing widely from that em- 
braced in the original bill. I think there May 
soyiething worthy of consideration in the propo. 
sition emanating from the gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania, [Mr. Grow,] as well as in the Proposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. Ler, i 
er;} but I do not think that this is the time ana 
occasion to entertain-them. Let us pass this bj) 
through the House, and then if the gentlemen 
from Pennsylvania and Virginia have any valy. 
able suggestions which they desire to make, they 
can presen! them afterwards in the form of a }jjj 
The proposition embraced in the original bil] js 
perfectly simple and plain, and FE hope that the 
committee without further amendment wil! come 
to a vote immediately upon it. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Grow’, 
amendment; and it was rejected. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move that the com. 
mittee rise and report the bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. That motion would not 
be in order, until the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Lercuer] is dis. 
posed of. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Lercn- 
ER’s amendment; and it was rejected. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question now is upon 
the amendment proposed by the committee to the 
bill—being five sections to grant homesteads to 
actual settlers and cultivators. 

Mr. COBB. Strike it all out. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not under- 
| stand that the committee has reported this as a 
substitute. This is simply an amendment. The 
gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Coss} gave notice 
that he would offer an amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is informed by 
the Clerk that it isan amendment proposed by the 
committee. 

Mr. JONES. It isan amendment which they 
proposed to the first part of the bill—the home- 
stead part of it. 

Mr. COBB. If the gentleman will move to 
strike it all out, that will settle the matter at once. 

Mr. JONES. The eommittee does not insist 
upon the oe i ee and the homestead bill has 

1 passed. . 
Oty A LBRIDGE. Is it in order to move 
| that the com-‘ittee rise and report the bill? _ 
| The CHAIRMAN. htisnot m order while an 
| amendment is pe: “ding. The question now is upon 
| the amendment proposed to the homestead bill 
| reported by the comn, “tee. 

The question was tak:2 upon the amendment, 
| and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I in 7W move that the 
| committee rise and report the biu « 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Is there n% ® Previous 
motion pending that the committee r:."¢ 8"4 — 
| the bill, with a recommendation that it dc 90 Pass: 
| Mr. COBB. That is not pending now. 
| Mr. CHASTAIN. I understood that s 
motion was made. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is only one motio! 
pending, and that is the one offered by the gentle- 
man from New York. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would suggest to the gentle- 
man, that he should modify his motion, and move 
that the committee lay aside the bill to be reported 
to the House, that we may take up other matters. 
| The question was then put, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 

So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman [Mr. Futter 
reported that the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union had, according to order, had 
the state of the Union generally under considera- 
tion, and particularly the bill of the House (No. 1,) 
granting portions of the public lands to actual set- 
tlers thereon, and to reduce and graduate the price 
of the public lands, and had instructed him to 
report back the same, with certain amendments, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 

The SPEAKER. If it is the wish of the House, 
the Clerk will read the several amendments, and 
' then a vote will be taken upon all those together 
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may be indicated by any gentleman while the | 


Clerk is reading the amendments. 
‘Cries of ** Agreed!’ ** agreed y*) 
The Clerk then read the amendments. © 
Mr. TAYLOR. I now ask that the bill, with | 
the amendments, may be read through, so that 
we may all understand precisely upon what we 


are to vote. - - 
~ Mr. HAMILTON. I would suggest that it 
¥ suld be better to wait until the amendments are 
yoted, and then allow the bill, as amended, to 


ad 
be read. i ‘ 

No separate vote having been desired upon any 
amendment, the amendments were adopted in 


gross. 2m ; , 

The SPEAKER. The question now is upon 
ordering the bill, as amended, to be engrossed and 
read a third time, 


Mr. HAVEN. 
and nays. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the House 
will not_order them upon its engrossment, and 
then we may have them upon the passage of the 


1 


Mr. BRIDGES. I move to lay the bill upon the 
table, and upon that | demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The bill as amended is as follows: 

A BILg. to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
: lands. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
‘hat all of the public lands of the United States which 
shall have been in market for ten years and upwards, 
pri yr to the time of application to enter the same under the 
nrovisions of this act, and still remaining unsold, shall be 
aubject to sale at the price of one dollar per acre ; and all 
the lands of the United States that shall have been in 
market for fifteeu years or upwards, as aforesaid, and still 
remaining unsoid, shall be subject to sale at seventy-five 
cents per acre; aud all of the lands of the United States 
that shall have been in market for twenty years or upwards, 
as aforesaid, dnd still remaining unsold, shall be subject to 
sale at fifty cents per acre ; and ail of the lands of the United 
States that shall have been in market for twenty-five years 
and upwards, as aforesaid, and still remaining unsold, shall 
be subject to sale at twenty-five cents per acre; and all 
lands of the United States that shal! have been in market 
for thirty years or more, shall be subject to sale at twelve 
and a half cents per acre: 


Upon that I demand the yeas 


States, in acts granting land to States for railroad or other 
internal improvements, or to mineral lands held at overone 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That upon every re- | 


duction in price under the provisions of this act, the occu- 
pant and settler upon the lands shall have the right of pre- 
emption at such graduated price, upon the same terms, 
conditions, restrictions, and limitations, upon which the 
public lands of the United States are now subject to the right 


of preémption, until within thirty days preceding the next | 


graduation or reduction that shall take place; and if not so 


purchased, shall again be subject to right of preémption for | 
eleven months as before, and so on from time to time, as | 


reductions take place: Provided, That nothing in this act 
shall be so construed as to interfere with any right which 
has or may accrue by virtue of any act granting preémption 
to actual settlers upon public lands. 

Sec 


plying to enter any of the aforesaid lands, shall be required 


to make affidavit before the register or receiver of the proper | 


land office, that he or she enters the same for his or her own 
use, and forthe purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, 
or for the use of an adjoining farm or plantation, owned or 
occupied by him or herself, and together with said entry, 
he or she has notacquired from the United States, under the 
provisions of this act, more than three hundred and twenty 
acres, according to the established surveys ; and if any per- 
son Or persons taking such oath or affidavit shall swear 
falsely in the premises, he or she shall be subject to all the 
pains and penalties of perjury. 


The question was taken, and decided in the 
hegative—yeas 66, nays 69; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Ball, Belcher, Bennett, | 


Benson, Bridges, Carpenter, Chandler, Chastain,Chrisman, 


Clingman, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Curtis, Dawson, Dean, | 
Dickinson, Drum, Edmands, Everhart, Fuller, Goode, | 


Grow, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Howe, J. Glancy Jones, 
Keitt, Kidwell, Kurtz, Letcher, Lindsley, Lyon, Macdon- 
ald, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, 
Andrew Oliver, Peckham, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, David 
Ritchie, Rogers, Rowe, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Sey- 
mour, Shannon, Simmons, Samuel A. Smith, George W. 
Smyth, Snodgrass, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G, 
Taylor, Tracy, Upham, Walbridge, and Walley—66. 
NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, 
Bauks, Barksdale, Benton, Bissell, Bliss, Caruthers,Church- 
well, Cobb, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dunbar, Dun- 
ham, Eastman, Edgerton, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Ew- 
ing, Fenton, Florence, Greenwood, Hamiltort, Andrew J. 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Henn, 
Eibbese, Hiester, Ingersoll, George W. Jones, Roland 
lin, Macy, Maxwell, May, John G. Miller, Sinith Miller, 
Nichois, Mordeeai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, 
Thomas Ritchey, Shower, Skelton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Alexander H. Stephens, Andrew Stuart, John J. Taylor, 
Won hae Vansant, Wade, Ellihu B. Washburne, 
ohn i 
eter’ entworth, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, and 


TH 


Provided, This section shall not | 
he so construed as to extend to lands reserved to the United | 


3. And be it further enacted, That any person ap- 


ones, Knox, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, McDougall, McMal- || 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 


| table. 


The question then recurred upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. COBB. Upon that I demand the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. 
now_adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the motion agreed 
to—ayes 77, noes not counted. 

The House therefore, ata quarter past three 
o’clock, ‘adjourned until to-morrow at twelve 
o’clock, m. 


I move that the House do 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, April 14, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by Rev. Wituiam H. Mivsvan. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Presidentof the United States, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the House 
of the 4th instant, requesting him ‘* to transmit to 
the House of Répresentatives copies of the car- 
respondence of the United States Legation at Con- 
stantinople, and the United States Consulate at 
Smyrna, with Captain Ingraham, and with the 
Government of Austria, and with this Govern- 
ment—together with the instructions from this 
Government to their agents abroad touching the 
seizure and rescue of Martin Koszta, and the 
terms and conditions on which he was liberated 
and sent to this country,’ transmitting a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of State, with copies 
of the said correspondence and papers; which was 
laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the Senate, by the 
hands of Assury Dickrns, its Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate ad passed a bil! 
establishing an additional land office in the lower 
peninsula of Michigan. 


GRADUATION BILL. 

The SPEAKER stated the business first in 
order to be upon ordering to be engrossed and read 
a third time the bill of the House (No. 1) to grad- 
uate and reduce the price of the public lands, re- 
ported on yesterday from the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. COBB. Was the previous question called 
| upon its passage ? 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered to be put, and the question is upon order- 
ing the bill to be engrossed, and read a third time. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I do not believe that a 
quorum of the House is present, and therefore ask 
for a division on the question. 

Mr. FULLER. 
there be a call of the House? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, forthe reason that 
the previous question has been ordered to be now 


Prayer 


ut. 

Mr. COBB. Is not the previous question ex- 
hausted ? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not, from the fact that 

|| the Chair has not announced the vote, a divizion 
of the House having been called. 

Mr. COBB. Has not the call for a division of 

| the House been withdrawn? 

Mr. HAMILTON. L insist ona division of 
the House, that we may see whether a quorum be 
present. 

The question was put; and, ona division, there 
were—ayes 42—— 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
and nays on the question. 

| The yeas and nays were ordered. 
| Mr. PHELPS. I doubt whether a quorum is 
| present; and, as we cannot have a call of the 
|| House, I move that the House do now adjourn, 
| intending to vote against it myself. And on that 
| motion F call for the yeas and nays. 
{ Mr. HENN. I move that when the House 
|| adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Monday next. 
| Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 demand the yeas 
and nays on that motion. 

Mr. PHELPS. I withdraw the motion for an 
adjournment. 

he SPEAKER. Only twenty-one votes for 
ordering the yeas and nays, which is not a suffi- 

|, cient number. 
4 Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
|| side. 


I demand the yeas 


Count the other 
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Is it in order to move that 






Oy 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will ascertain 
whether a quorum be present. 

The Speaker counted those present, and found 
one hundred and fifteen—no quorum. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. PHELPS. 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negativ e—yens 9, nays 120. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 





Il call for the yeas and nays 


The question then recurred on the motion to 
adjourn over to Monday. 

The yeas and nays wert not ordered. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The question recurred upon ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time; and being put, 
it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 63; 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bis 
sell, Bugg, Caruthers, Charchwell, Clark, Cobb, Corwin, 
Cutting, John G. Davis, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, Fuldy, 
Edgerton, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Greenwood, Ham 
ilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, 


Henn, Hibbard, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kut 
tredge, Knox, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, MeDongall, 
Mace, Macy, Maxwell, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, 
Nichols, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Phelps, 
Phillips, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Singleton, Sketton, 
Samuel A. Smith, Wilham R. Smith, Frederick P. Stan 
ton, Richard H. Stanton, Andrew Stuart, David Stnart, 


John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tweed, Upham, Vail, 
Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, Ellinu B. Washburne, John 
Wentworth, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, Yates, and Zol 
licoffer—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Ball, Belcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Boyce, Bridges, Carpenter, Chandler, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cox, Curtis, Thomas Davis, Daw 
son, Dent, Dickinson, Disney, Edmands, Edmundson, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Aaron Har 
lan, Haven, Howe, Hunt, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, J. 
Glaney Jones, Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, Maurice, May, 
Meacham, Middleswarth, Morrison, Murray, Andrew Oj 
ver, Peckham, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, David Ritchie, 
Rogers, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Shower, Sim 
mons, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Snodgrass, Strat 
ton, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Walley, israel Washburn, 
Wells, and Witte—68. 


So the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was subse- 
quently read the third time. 

Mr.COBB. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time, and to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion; and 
it was agreed to. 

The question reeurred on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. COBB. I demand the previous question 
on the passage of the bill. 

The previous question received a second. 

Mr. COX. 1 move to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. DISNEY. 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the negative—yens 69, nays 80; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Ashe, Ball, Belcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Boyce, Bridges, Carpenter, Caskie, Chandler, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Clingman, Colquitt, Cook, Cox, Cur 
tis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Dis- 
ney, Edmands, Edmundson, Faulkner, Fenton, Fuller, 
Goode, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Howe, Hunt, Daniel 
T. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kidwell, Kurtz, Letcher, Lilly, 
Maurice, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morrison. Murray, An- 
drew Oliver, Peckham, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, David 
Ritchie, Rogers, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shann@n, 
Shaw, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, George W. Smyth, Snod- 
grass, Stratton, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Walley, Israel 


On that motion I demand the 


‘| Washburn, and Witte—69. 


NAYS—Messrs. Willis Aflen, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, 
Bissell, Bugg, Caruthers, Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cor- 
win, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edgerton, Elliott, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Green- 
wood, Grey, Hamilton, Andrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. 
Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hughes, George 
W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Latham, Lind- 
ley, Lindsley, McD »ugall, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, John 
G. Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Olds, Mordecai Oli 
ver, Parker, Peck. Phelps, Phillips, Richardson, Thomas 
Ritchey, Rowe, Singleton, Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, 
William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton. Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John 
J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tweed, Upham. Vail, Van 
sant, Wade, Walbridge, Warren, Elubu B. Washburne, 
Wells, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, 
Yates, and Zollicoffer—80. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


The main question was then ordered to be put; 
being ‘* Shall the bill pass?’’ 
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Mr. LETCHER. I[ demand the yeas and mays 
on the passsge of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put; and it was decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 83, nays 64; as follows: 

Y FAS-—Messrs. James ©. Alien, Willis Allen, Banks, 
Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bissell, Bugg, Caruthers, 
Churchwell, Clark, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Cutting, Joba G. 
Davis, Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgerton, Elliot, Ellison, 
English, Etheridge, Farley, Greenwood, Hamilton, Andrew 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Hastings, Henn, 
Hibbard, Hughes, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kit 
tredge, Knox, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, McDongall, Me 
Mullin, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Join G. Miller, Smith Mil 
jer, Nichols, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Phelps, 
Phillips, Richardson, Thomas Ritchey, Rowe, Singleton, 
Skelton, Samuel A. Smith, William RK, Smith, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, An 
drew Stuart, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G 
‘Taylor, J weed, Upham, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, 
Warren, Ellihu B. Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, 
Wheeler, Daniel B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicofler—s.. 

NAYS—Messers. Aiken, Ashe, Ball, Belcher, Bennett, 
Jenson, Boyce, Bridges, Carpenter, Chandler, Chastain, 
Chrisman, Clingman, Cox, Dawson, Dean, Dent, Dickin 
son, Disney, Edmands, Edmundson, Faulkner, Fenton, 
Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Aaron Harlan, Haven, Dowe, 
Hunt, Daniel T’. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kidwell, Kurtz, 
Leteher, Lilly, Meacham, Middleswarth, Morrison, Mur- 
ray, Peckham, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, David Ritchie, 
Kogers, Ruffin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Shaunaon, Shaw, 
Simmons, Gerrit Smith, George W. Sinyth, Snodgrass, 
Stratton, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Tracy, W alley, Israel 
Washburn, and Witte—64. 


So the bill passed. 


Pending the call of the roll on the above vote, 

Mr. INGERSOLL, who was not within the 
bar when his name waa called, asked unanimous 
consent to have his name recorded in the negative. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. COBB. I move to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed; and to lay the motion |! 


to reconsider upon the table. 

‘The question was put on the latter motion; and 
it was agreed to. 

The Clerk reported the title of the bill, as fol- 
lows: 

A bill to encourage agriculture, commerce, man- 
ufactures, and all other branches of industry, by 
granting to every man who is the head of a family, 
and a citizen of the United States, a homestead of 
one hundred and sixty acres of land out of the 
public domain, upon condition of occupancy and 
cultivation of the same for the period herein spe- 
cified, and to graduate and reduce the price of the 
public lands. 

Mr. COBB. I move to amend the title, so as 
to make it read simply ‘* A bill to graduate and 
reduce the price of the public lands to actual culti- 
vators and settlers.”’ 

‘The amendment was adopted; and then the title, 
as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. COBB. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the title was agreed to, and to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion; and 
it was agreed to. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
If that motion prevails, | shall endeavor to have 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill laid aside 
for the purpose of taking up and considering the 
deficiency bill, and the amendments of the Senate 
thereto. 

Mr. EDGERTON. This is private bill day, 
and I therefore move that the House resolve itself 
into a Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar. 

The SPEAKER. This being private bill day, 
the motion of the gentleman from Ohio takes pre- 
cedence, 

Mr. SEWARD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was put; and it was decided in the 
negative. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Epcer- 
Ton’s motion; and it was decided in the affirma- 
tive. 

PRIVATE CALENDAR. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole House on the Private 
Calendar, (Mr. Tayrtor, of Ohio, in the chair.) 


The CHAIRMAN. The business first inorder 
is bill No. 51, “‘ for the relief of the widow and 
heirs of Elijah Beebe.”’ 

This bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 
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ury to pay to the widow and heirs of Elijah Beebe, 
the sum of $3,000, being the amount of principal 
adjudged to be due and owing to the widow and 
heirs of said Beebe from the confederated tribes 
of the Sac and Fox Indians. 

Mr. LETCHER. ‘There was a motion, I be- 
lieve, when the House was last in the Committee 
of the Whole on the Private Calendar, to strike 
out the second section of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do not see the 
gentleman in the House who reported this bill. 

The CHAIRMAN. There is no motion pend- 
ing to strike out the second section of the bill, as 
the Chair is informed by the Clerk. 

Mr. LETCHER. I was under the impression 
that | had submitted that motion. If I did not, I 
submit the motion now to strike out the second 
section of the bill. 

Mr. EASTMAN. I believe the bill has been 
discussed section by section, and [ submit whether 
it is in order now to make the motion to strike out 
the second section. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I believe, 
when the Committee of the Whole were last con- 
sidering this bill, that the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Onr,] the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, was entitied to the floor. 
A resolution was passed, after we went into the 
House, limiting debate upon this bill to five min- 
utes, after the consideration of the bill should be 
avain resumed in Committee of the Whole. 

The CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair is informed 
by the Clerk, that the motion to strike out the sec- 
ond section is sull pending, and that motion is 
first to be considered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would in- 
quire whether | am not right, in point of fact, that 
a resolution has been passed limiting debate upon 
this bill? 

Mr. EASTMAN. I find, upon reference to 
the Congressional Globe of the date of the 10th 
of March, that the gentleman from South Caro- 
lina [Mr. Orr] offered a resolution, which was 
read and agreed to, to the effect ‘* that all debate 
in Committee of the Whole upon the bill of the 
House (No. 51) for the relief of the widow and 
heirs of Elijah Beebe, shall cease in five minutes 
after the consideration of it shall again be resumed 
by the committee, unless the committee shall 
sooner come to a conclusion thereon,’’ &c. This 
settles the question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
man, that the bill is open to amendment after 
debate is closed ? 


The CHAIRMAN. 


from Virginia [Mr. Lercuer] to strike out the 
second section 1s now pending, and the question 
must first be taken upon that. 


Mr. LEYTCHER. lIask that the second sec- 


they are voting upon. 
The second section was read, as follows: 


‘4nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the 
Interior be authorized to deduct the said sum of $3,016 
from the first annuities to become due from the said con- 
federate tribes of Sacs and Fox Indians,”’ 


Mr. LETCHER. Whatever may be the ac- 
tion of the House in regard to this bill, it seems 


to me that the second section, if the bill shall be- | 
come a law, is calculated to operate with great || 


injustice towards these Indians. 


twenty-odd years ago, and there is no evidence, 
either in this report or otherwise, to show that it 


was brought to the attention of the Indians at all | 


until after an interval of some five or six years. 


|The intercourse act, as I understand it, requires 


that the Indians shall have notice of such facts 
within one year, in order to hold them liable to 
the Government of the United States, and to re- 
imburse the Government for any wrongs com- 
mitted by them upon individual citizens. Itseems 
to me that it would be a monstrous wrong to those 
people, when the Government of the United States, 
on its part, has not complied with the law in bring- 
ing the matter to the attention of the Indians, in 
order to give them an opportunity to explain it. 
It would bea great wrong to hold them responsible 
now, as they would be if this second section is not 
stricken out. Whatever, therefore, may be the | 
action of Congress in regard to the allowance of | 


| deduct this amount from the annuity due 


I suppose, Mr. Chair- | 


| in the worl 


z 
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this claim, it ought not to affect the Indians they 
selves. ie 

Mr. WASHBURNE. In regard to the amend 
ment proposed by the gentleman from Ti 
[Mr. Lercuer,} perhaps I have no objection. 1.’ 
it does not affect the party interested, © _ pa Oe 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wo, 
the gentleman that debate is in ord 
opposition to the amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. | intend to s 
amendment. I was going on to say that it mak 
no difference to the party interested, whethe. 
this amendment be adopted or not. The Con ; 
mittee on Indian Affairs placed this section in the 
bill for the purpose, as I understand it, of siy;.. 
a discretion to the Secretary of the Inte 


ld remind 
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peak to the 


Ziving 
ror ty 


5 . ; . to th 
tribe of Fox and Sacs Indians, if he should . 


sider it just todo so. I think that is the true eo». 
struction of it. He is merely authorized to dedye: 
it; but it is not imperativeupon himto do so, 

One word more in regard to another matter 
which the gentleman from Virginia suggested. j, 
relation to the claim as it was originally filed, | 
understand that one of the principal objections 
which the gentleman from Virginia had to the 
allowance of this claim, when the subject was djs. 
cussed a few weeks ago, was that there was , 
evidence that the claim had been filed in thet ndiay 
office within a reasonable time after the depreda. 
tions were committed. 

I have here a letter from the Commissioner of 


| Indian Affairs, in regard to this subject, which re. 


moves entirely the objection then raised by thet 
gentleman. It is as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ) 

Orrice INDIAN AFFraiRs, March 2, 1854, ( 
Sir: In reply to your note of the 25th ultimo, [ have the 
honor to transmit herewith an extract of so much of {ist 
No. 2, of depredation claims forwarded by Superintendent 
Cumming to this office, as relates to the claim of Elijah 


| Beebe. The case appears to have been filed in the office at 


St. Louis some time in 1822. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant 
GEORGE W. MANYPENNY, Commissioner, 
Hon. E. B. Wasusurne, House of Representatives, 


It will be recollected that these depredations 


| were committed some time during the month of 


October, 1821, so that, as I remarked, that the prin- 
cipal objection of my friend from Virginia is thus 


| obviated by the testimony which I have here ad- 


duced. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman is altogether 
mistaken in the conclusion to which he comes. 
In the first place there were other objections 


| quite as important as the one to which he alludes, 


It is; but the Chair is || which I urged against this bill; but even this point 


advised that the motion made by the gentleman | 


is not proved at all. The letter says the claim 
was filed some time in the year 1822. Now, sir, 


| the depredations were alleged to have been com- 
| mitted in the month of October, 1821, and you 
| have no evidence in the letter that it was filed 


| within a year. 
tion may be read, that the House may know what || y, 


Mr. WASHBURNE. The probability is that 


| it was; but whether it was or not, in point of fact 
| makes no difference, as it was not required to 
| be filed within that time, there being no limitation 
| in the intercourse law of 1802. This claim does 


not come under the limitations of the intercourse 


| law of 1834. That act prescribes a certain limit 


within which claims arising under it must be filed 
in the office of the Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 
But there was no such limitation in the law of 
1802. But, sir, a gentleman is referred to in the 


|| report of the committee as certifying to the cher- 
The House will recollect the facts in connection || 
with this matter. This claim originated some | 


acter and credibility of the witnesses—the honor- 
able gentleman from Missouri— who is now in his 
seat; and I presume he knows something of the 


_ history of this matter. I desire to ask him if such 


be the fact, and if he will state to the committee 


his knowledge of this claim? 


Mr. BENTON. This is five-minute debate, 
is it not? 

The CHAIRMAN. It is. 

Mr. BENTON. Plenty of time, and some to 


| spare, for so good a case as this is. In the first 


place these parties are as good com as ever lived 
di. Mr. Beebe and his wife were Con- 
necticut people. I am a cotemporary of the time 


| when these depredations were committed. Mr. 


Beebe died very soon afterwards, as it has been 


stated. His children were then very young, and 


it was not until a very long time afterwards that 


| they were able to attend to this claim themselves. 


Now, sir, 1 know allabout this matter. It has 
been shown that it did not come under the inter- 
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course act of 
it had come under that act, the claim would not 
have been here. If it were a case coming prop- 
erly within the letter of that act, it would have 
been settled by the Department. But it does come 
under the policy of thatact. Sir, what was the 
reason—what was the whole policy of that act? 
As has been stated, it was to preserve peace upon | { 
; How preserve peace?’ Why by | i 


our fronuers. 
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1802. That is a certain point. If || legal representatives of Richard W. Meade, de- 
> 

ceased, 


Phe bill was read. 
The first section directs the proper officers of the 


Treasury to settle the claim of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Richard W. Meade, on their pro- 
ducing the testimony required by the commission 
from claimants under the Florida treaty, which, 


n the opinion of the said officers, shall be satis- 


weoviding for settling the claims of the people upon || factory as establishing said claim according to law 


‘We frontiers, when the Indians had crossed the | 
ine and committed depredations upon their prop- || t 
erty, and they did not pursue the Indians and take 
eatisfaction upon them, and thereby bring war 
upon the frontiers. That is the policy and the 
reason of this intercourse act. It is to preserve 
neace upon your frontiers. 
“Now what difference does it make in the reason | 
r the policy of the act, whether the depredations 
were committed inside or outside of the line? This, 
to be sure, was on the outside; but the stock of all 
the frontier people is ranging on the outside; and 
the reason and policy is still the same for paying 
in a case in which private satisfaction is nottaken | 
when the property or stock is taken outside of the | 
line, as when taken inside of the line. 
| know all about the case, sir. I know that it 
comes within the reason and policy of the inter- | 
course law of 1802, to preserve peace on the fron- 
tiers, and | hope it will be passed. It is thirty 
years old now, and it is time that it should be 
nassed. 

Mr. LETCHER. I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman from Missouri, if he has any knowl- 
edge on the subject, when notice was given to 
these Indians that such a claim existed and was 
urged against them? From the papers it appears 
that it was fifteen years afterwards, for the first 
time. 

Mr. BENTON. I donot know anything about 
that; but [ think that the United States ought to 
pay the claim. 

The question was taken on the amendment, to | 
strike out the second section; and it was not | 
agreed to. . 

Mr. EASTMAN. I now move that the bill | 
be laid aside, to be reported to the House with 
the recommendation that it do pass. 

The CHAIRMAN. Under the order closing | 
debate, the Chair is of opinion that the bill ought 
to be reported to the House now. If it be the | 
unanimous consent of the committee, it will be 
laid aside, to be reported with others which may || 
be acted on. 

Mr. HASTINGS, [called for a division of the | 
committee on the amendment of the gentleman || 
from Virginia, [Mr. Letrcuer,] before the result 
was announced by the Chair. I do not believe 
that the committee understand the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of opinion 
that the call for a division is now too late. 

Mr. HASTINGS. I called fora division be- | 
fore the result was announced. 

Mr. PECKHAM. I heard the gentleman call 
for a division, as he states. 

Mr. HASTINGS. [am sure that the commit- 
tee do not understand the effect of the vote. If I | 
am in order, I insist that there be a division of the | 
committee on the amendment. 


| 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, | 
the question will be again taken on the amendment || 
of the gentleman from Virginia to strike out the | 


0 





second section. 
The amendment was again read. 


Mr. HAVEN. It seems to be well understood | 
that the only operation of striking out this section, | 
is simply to prevent the charging of this money | 
to those Indians who have received their annuities | 
regularly for some thirty years. I think it better | 
that the amendment should be adopted, and then | 
that the bill should be reported to the House. 

Mr. LETCHER. I demand tellers on the | 
amendment. 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris, of ! 

1 
j 


Alabama, and Eastman were appointed. 
The question was then put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 72, noes not counted. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to | 
the House with a recommendation that it do pass. 


The next bill in order on the Calendar was || 


and usage. 


Section second directs the Secre- 
. . : 
ary of the Treasury to pay the amount found 


due out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
wise appropriated; provided, that more shall not 
be paid than said Meade would have received out 
of the $5,000,000 appropriated to pay claimants 
under the Florida treaty, if his claim had been 
admitted by the commissioners. 


Several MemBers. 


Mr. CHANDLER. 


Read the report. 
lf the committee has a 


desire to be edified by the reading of the report, 
which I believe is but about seventy-five or eighty 
pages of printed matter, [ have no objection. 


{ rise to say that this is a bill of very consider- 


able consequence, if it be paid from the Treasury, 
to the country, and of no less consequence, if it 
be paid, to those who are pressing the claim. The 
committee is very thin, indeed, and rather impa- 
tient, and if it be consistent with the sense of pro- 
priety of the committee that they should pass over 
this bill informally to-day, in order that it may 
come up under more favorable circumstances, 


when the whole of the case might be laid before 
the committee at one time, I shall feel gratified. | 


am ready, however, to go on now, but this is not 


a favorable time to commence it, and if there be 
no objection, | ask that the bill be passed over 
informally. 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be no objection, 
the bill will be passed over informally. 

Mr. COBB. I object. We had better con- 
sider itnow. Now is the time to consider it. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I will then make a brief 
statement of the case. This is a case not entirely 
new to the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Cannota motion be made 
to postpone this bill for one week ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. You cannot make that 
motion in committee. 

This is a bill that is founded upon aclaim against 
the Government of Spain by the heirs and legal 
representatives of Richard W. Meade. Although 
I had intended to occupy some considerable time | 
in the discussion of this matter, I shall now con- 
fine myself to a simple statement of the case, for- 
bearing to make any remarks upon the injuries 
that the claimants have already suffered by the 


| delay of Congress to compensate them for their 


losses, and forbearing also to trouble the members 


| of this House by any reference to the inconveni- 


ences which have been suffered by the family; not 
choosing to refer directly to the res angusta domi of 
any person, especially those of the claimants who 
are presented here under such favorable circum- 
stances. 

Richard W. Meade, a native of this country, 
transacted business for himself in Spain. Spain 
then was not, as now, the claimant of one single 
island, a small tributary upon our coast, but she 
was a great commercial country, not having relin- 


quished her claim to priority of trade in the East, , 


and owning the sovereignty of almost the whole 
of Spanish America; almost the whole, indeed, of 
Central America at that time 

Mr. CLINGMAN If the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania will allow me, as this is Good Fri- 
aay, | will move that the committee rise. I should 
prefer the gentleman to make his remarks upon 
this bill when there is a full attendance of mem- 
bers present. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Cu1ne- 





| MAN’s motion, and it was decided in the affirmative. 


.So the committee rose, and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
Private Calendar, had had the Private Calendar 
under consideration, and more especialy House 
bill No. 51, being a bill for the relief of the widow 
and heirs of Elijah Beebe, and had directed him to 
report back the same with an amendment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 now ask 
the Elouse to put the bill upon its passage, and 
upon that motion | demand the previous ques- 


House bill No. 58, ‘for settling the claims of the || tion. 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The question will first be 
upon the amendment reported by the Committee 
of the Whole, tostrike out the following words: 


** Be it further enaeted, That the Secretary ofthe Interior 
be authorized to deduct the sum of 83.016 from the first 
annuities to become due to the said contederated tribes of 
the Sac and Fox wibes of [ndians.’? 


The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was agreed to. 

The question then being, ** Shall the bill be en- 
grossed and read a third time?’’ it was put, and 
decided in the affirmative. 

‘The bill being engrossed, it was subsequently 
read a third time, and passed. P 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed, 
and to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


WEST POINT ACADEMY BILL. 
Mr. HAVEN. The last bill havine been dis- 


posed of, I desire to ask the Plouse to go back into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union for five minutes perhaps, not more, to make 
a disposion of an appropriation bill. | refer to 
the West Point Military Academy bill. It has 
been reported to the House from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, after having passed the Senate 
with amendments, and has been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and there are three amendments of the Senate to 
it which are in controversy between the House 
and Senate. I desire to go into committee and 
dispose of those amendments, and get the matter 
out of the way. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. EASTMAN. 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken upon the motion to ad- 
journ; and it was not agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I believe the question is now 
upon my motion to go into committee. I desire 
to say to the House that this matter has laid here 
for two months; and, although there is, perhaps, 
no pressing immediate necessity, | wish to show 
to the House the disposition of the Ways and 
Means to get along with business as rapidly as we 
can. I think the consideration of these amend- 
ments will not consume but a very few minutes. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Haven; and it was agreed to. 


I move that the House do 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Jones, of New York, in the chair.) 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that all preceding busi- 

| ness be laid aside, and that the House take up for 
consideration the West Point Military Academy 
| bill. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. Can such 
a motion be entertained? Must not each bill upon 
the Calendar preceding the West Point Academy 
bill be laid aside as it comes up? 

The CHAIRMAN. If there be unanimous 
consent, it may be done. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. [I object. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The gentleman 
from New York has the right to make that motion. 
The West Point Academy bill is a general appro- 
priation bill; and it is in order, under the rules, 
to move to take up that bill, without moving to lay 
aside any other bill. The motion having been 
made, the vote must be taken whether the House 
will take up that bill. 

The question was then taken; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HAVEN. I ask that the amendments to 
the bill may be réad. 

The Clerk read them, as follows: 


Add at the end of the bill : 

For repairs and additional professors’ quarte s, $5,000. 

For cavalry exercise hall, $20,000. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the compensa 

| tion of professors of French and drawing shall be made 

equal to that of the professors in the other departments ; 
and that the compensaiion of the master of sword be 31 200 
per annum. 


Mr. HAVEN. The Committee of Ways and 
Means, who had these amendments of the Senate 
| to the bill under consideration, came to the con- 
| clusion to report, and did report adversely in 
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reference to them all, and recommended a non- 
concurrence, 

The firat amendment is in reference to quarters 
for the professors. ‘The committee thought if this 
were adopted it would be only laying the founda- 
tions for the erection of new buildings, which are 
not necessary for the comfort and proper accom- 
modation of the occupants, and which would re- 
quire large appropriations in future to complete 
them. ‘They thought this unwise, and therefore 
reported in favor of non-concurring in this amend- 
rent of the Senate. 

The second amendment is in reference to an ap- 

yvropriation for building a riding hall for the cadets. 
here was some doubt in the minds of the com- 
mittee as to the propriety of this appropriation; 
but the committee concluded to report in opposi- 
tion to’it. The controlling reason, so far as | was 
concerned—and [I have no doubt it was substan- 
tially so with other members of the committee—in 
coming to such a conclusion, was this: while we 
thought that the hall for which the appropriation 
was asked might be made useful, and at certain 
seasons of the year might be said to be necessary, 
in the instruction of the cadets, yet, in consider- 
ation of the fact that this same question has been 
up before the House year after year, and rejected, 
we were of the opinion that an endeavor to ingraft 
itinto the bill again would have the effect to bring 
the institution, to some extent, into a kind of dis- 
credit. I said this amendment has been here year 
after year nearly as long as [ can remember, and 
has generally been made a subject of ridicule in 
debate on this floor; and I do not doubt that such 
debate has the effect of weakening the institution 
in the mind of the public. 

I have seen some of the professors of the acad- 
emy in relation to the matter; they are intelligent, 
honorable, and reliable men. 
dence in their judgment. They say the amend- 
ment ought to pass. They say the hall is very 
desirable for the purposes of instruction, and 
that during the fall and spring seasons of the 
year, without it, cavalry instructions must cease, 
owing to climate and the nature of the soil 
when frozen and when breaking up; but after a 
full consideration of the subject, the committee 
agreed to report in favor of non-concurring in this 
amendment also, and I hope this committee will 
adopt the recommendation of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The other amendment of the Senate non-con- 
curred in by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
is the second section of the bill which proposes an 
increase in the compensation of the professors of 
French and drawing, so as to be equal to that of 
the professors in the other departments, and that 
the compensation of the master of the sword 
shall be $1,200 per annum. The Committee of 
Ways and Means thought no sufficient reasons 
were apparent for this proposed change, and they 
recommended a non-concurrence in this amend- 
ment also. 

Mr. Chairman, I, for one, am, and I believe 
every one of the committee which hed this matter 
in charge are, friendly to this institution, and have 
every desire to cherish and protect it. I would 
not withhold from it one cent that would promote 
its usefulness and prosperity. Nay, sir, from an 
overflowing treasury | would give liberally; but, 
gir, it should be with due and proper discrimina- 
tion; and the Committee of Ways and Means 
thought that these views would be best promoted 
by making the disposition of these amendments 
that | have pointed out. We are not wedded to 
these opinions, however, if a majority here think 
a concurrence in one, or all, of these amendments 
would be wiser. I think,-sir, that this committee 
now understand the position of the bill and amend- 
ments, and I hope@t will act promptly in the mat- 
ter, and either concur with the Committee of 
Ways and Means or non-concur, for with either 
course I shall be satisfied. Although I believe 
that the permanent interests of the institution 
will be best promoted by concurring with the re- 
port of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. BISSELL. Not having had the opportu- 
nity of hearing the first portion of the remarks of 
the gentleman from New York, 1 am not able to 
understand what the Committee of Wavs and 
Means recommend in reference to these amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HAVEN. We recommend the striking 
out of the appropriation of $5,000 for additional 


Ihave great confi- 





quarters for the professors; also, the appropriation 
of $20,000 for a riding hall; and also striking 
out the second section. 

Mr. BISSELL. I now ask that all the amend- 
ments may be read, so that we can see-what they 
are. 

The Clerk again read the amendments. 

Mr. BISSELL. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that 
the two appropriations proposed to be stricken 
out—the one of $5,000 for houses for the officers 
at West Point, and the other of $20,000 for the 
erection of a suitable riding-hall, were recommend- 
ed by the Board of Visitors, men indiscriminately 
taken from all sections of the country, selected 
for their presumed fitness for that and other kindred 
objects. After their visit to the Academy, and 
examination into the wants of the institution, they 
strongly recommended these two appropriations. 


‘These appropriations, or at least the one provid- | 


ing for the erection of a suitable riding-hall, have 
been recommended by the War Department for 
several years in succession, and strongly urged 
by those who are presumed to be most familiar 
with the wants and necessities of that institution. 

But I have heretofore voted against the pro- 
posed appropriation for the riding-hall without 
much investigation, and on what was the popular 
idea here and elsewhere, that the young men who 
go to West Point should be drilled out of doors, 
and inured to out-door exercise; a policy which a 
riding-hall would interfere with, and that to erect 
such a building for them to ride in, a cover to 
protect them from the weather or any other 
inconvenience, was but an admonition to them 
to become as effeminate as possible in all those 
things in which they were being trained. 
since I have had the honor of being chairman or 
the Committee on Military Affairs, | have taken 


But | 


occasion to look more closely into the subject, and | 


have become convinced that a suitable riding-hall 


is absolutely necessary, not so much for the con- | 


venience of the cadets; not for their comfort, which 
I do not take into the account at all at this time, 


but for the benefit of the institution, and in order | 


that the Government may derive all advantages 


which it is entitled to expect from an institution | 


kept up at no inconsiderable expense. 1am as- 
sured that without such a hall the cadets cannot 
be drilled on horseback more than about three 
months in the year. Do not let it be supposed 
that it is on account of the cold, the rain, or the 
snow, so far as they affect the cadets themselves, 
that they cannot be so drilled. It is on account, 
rather, of the horses. 

This institution is located pretty far north, and 
pretty high up. Its latitude and altitude are both 
wellup. Itisacold place. There are short sum- 
mers and long winters. The snow lies deep there 
in winter, and it rains much in fall and spring. 


| The ground is liable to be covered with ice, with 


deep snow, or with snow partially formed into 
ice, presenting a rough and hummocky surface, 


but still very slippery. This, in those peculiar, | 


difficult, and prompt movements required in drill- 


ing a platoon of mounted men, is dangerous to | 
the limbs and necks of the horses, to say nothing | 


of the safety of their riders. 


* . . . . } 
So it is again, in spring and fall, when the 


ground is being released from the frost—or, as we 
say, the ground is breaking up—a slow process in 
that high latitude. At such times, it will readily 
be perceived that ground, trampled upon by horses 
every day, must become plungy, and unfit for the 
purpose of teaching horses military exercise. It 
should be borne in mind that this is peculiar busi- 
ness—not plain straightforward riding, such as 
we who are here sometimes do. In this exercise 
horses are required to perform their evolutions 


| side by side, and in very close proximity, as well 
If the ground be soft and | 


as simultaneously. 
miry—if it be half frozen, but yet not sufficiently 
so to bear the horse and his rider—or if it be icy, 
and the horse liable to slip, and every abrupt or 
sudden turn or halt, with what advantage can 


| horseback drill be prosecuted ? 


But, despite all these things, there might still be 
left some four or five months in the year, when cav- 
alry exercise might be had but for another reason 
which f will mention. It is well known that for 
two or three months during the summer the cadets 
are required to leave the Academy for the purpose 
of being drilled in camp, and as infantry. This 


is an indispensable part of their instruction. This 
| takes from their cavalry exercise during the most 
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months in. 
the year, 
yY receive 


favorable part of the season. On the 
have already stated, the cadet, as thin 
can scarcely receive more than three 
struction in cavalry exercise during 
Erect a suitable riding-hall, and he ma 
niné months instruction. 

Now, the Government is at the expense of 
keeping over ninety horses at West Point for 
no other purpose than the one I have indicated 
They are of use scarcely more than three months 
inthe year. By granting the appropriation here 
asked for, they may be of service nine months in 
the year. Does not economy require, then, that 
this appropriation be made? It is not intended 
of course, that the hall shall be used except at 
such times as the state of the ground forbids Out- 
door exercise. The whole amount of this matter 
is just this: that at present we do not get the ad. 
vantage we ought to derive from this institution 
considering the expense it has been and still is . 
the Government annually; and if we would ge; 
all the advantage which we are entitled to receive 
considering that expense, we must make this it 
ditional appropriation for this very necessary ap. 
pendage to the institution. 

Mr. BENTON. This riding house is not ab- 
solutely a new acquaintance with me. I recollect, 
years ago, applications were made, some of which 
were successful, for appropriations for this house 
for equitation—learning to ride on horseback, | 
believe they were called *‘exercisesin equitation,” 
which being translated into English, means riding 
on horseback. [Laughter.] | recollect that about 
1836, $30,000 were appropriated at one time for 
this house for exercising in equitation, which sum 
was in addition to the appropriations made before, 
I thought when that $30,000 was added, that we 
should have no more of these appropriations, but 
here is an application for $20,000 more. I have 
read the recommendation which the visitors have 
made in behalf of it. Doubtless the visitors are 
very clever and popular men. 

3ut | have been accustomed to look at the re- 
ports which come from these visitors at West 
Point as coming from the professors themselves, 
through the instrumentality of a committee of 
these visitors. Every one of the reports which 
[ have examined seems to be drawn up by the 
head of the branch of business which that par- 
ticular section of the board is assigned to examine. 





| I never had a good opinion of these boards of 
| visitors. 


When we paid them a trifle there was 
an overwhelming number of applications to get 
appointments as visitors to West Point, and 
members of Congress often carried the day, get- 
ting a little mileage and some small pay besides. 


| We afterwards stopped this, but made appropri- 


ations for subsistence and dinners, while the vis- 
itors remained there; and such is the love of office 
and compensation of some kind or other, that for 
a mere belly full of meat and wine there has al- 
ways beena throng of applicants to the War Office 
for appointments upon the Board of Visitors. 
For near twenty years | was chairman of the 
Senate’s Committee on Military Affairs. From 
my position, and from the fact of having once be- 
longed to the Army myself, I was a sort of natu- 
ral line of visitors to West Point, but 1 would 
never gothere. Thereason why was this: I knew 
that no persons who begged their appointment 
there as visitors would ever sign a report that | 
would draw up, and I knew that I never would 
sign a report which they would draw up, or would 
be drawn up for us; and so I never went there. | 
recollect very well the old debates about this riding- 
house. | am not able to say how many appro- 


_priations were made for it, but I recollect one of 


$30,000. When that was made, members from the 
West were astonished at hearing of the hardships 
of these young gentlemen, in having to ride upon 
horseback in cold weather, in hail and snow, and 
also in the hot, burning sun, and it was suggested 
by various members that it would be economy 0 
reduce the young gentlemen to the degree of pro- 
tection against bad weather, to which the young 
women and the old women of New England were 
subjected, by giving them a parasol for the sun,an 
cabrella for the rain, and a pelisse fora cold day. 
It was then said by New England men—and I 


|| could name onegentleman who said that the young 


women and the old women of his State all rode 
about during all kinds of weather in the open alr; 
and New England was further north than West 
' Point; and that the people of the country worked 
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a the open air, not two or three hours a day, but | 
for the whole day; and that their sons did the same 
_even hali-grown boys. 

Well, the objections were voted down, and the 
riations were carried—how many I do not 
but 1 recollect one of $30,000. A great 
many members of Congress had sons in the acad- 
emy avout that time. When I read the otherday 
the recommendation of those visitors, and saw the 
anal they made for help to the young gentlemen; 
when I saw the words.‘ danger to life and limb”’— 
chose were the words, I think; am I mistaken? 
“Mr. HAVEN. I did not hear the gentleman. | 

Mr. BENTON. ‘“ Danger tolife and limb’”’— 
were not those the words: 

Mr. HAVEN. Those are the words, I believe. 

Mr. BENTON. ‘* Danger to life and limb,’’ 
notof the horses, but of the young cadets in learn- 
ing to ride in such naughty houses which had cost 
os much money. When that was read in my 
family, it was suggested by some of the children 
that the floor be carpeted, and mattresses be placed 
around the room, so that when the young men roll 
off their horses they may roll up against the mat- 
tresses, So as not to endanger ‘life and limb.” 
(Laughter. ] Why, sir, the five-year old boys of 
the Utah nation would be ashamed to have them- 
selves put into a house to learn to ride. These 
five-year old boys will drive away the stock out- 
side of any stockade in which these house-taught 
riders command, who have learned to perform 
equestration ina house. ({Laughter.] I have au- 
thority for saying these five-year old Utah boys 
would gallop around these house-taught riders all 
day, and drive off their stock in their view. 

| want the yeas and nays upon the amendments 
when we get to the place for them—when the bill 
cets into the House, and | wish the provision in 
regard to the entertainment of the visitors stricken 
out. Surely, the race has not gone by, the race 
is not wholly extinct, who do something for their 
country without a mercenary motive, and a reward 
either in meat or money. I can recollect when | 
the heads of the community, men of some age, 
who had acted their parts, and provided for them- 
selves and their families, were ready to give up 
some share of time for the benefit of eleemosy- 
nary and eharitable institutions, and for public 
institutions, such as colleges and universities, and 
do itat their own expense. And thena high order 
of men were got for the purpose. Now, disin- 
terested service is getting out of date. Congress 
offers inducement, in meat or money, to get vis- | 
itors. Those who value the inducement apply for 
the place, and get it. High-minded men will not 
contend withthem. ‘The visitation falls into unfit 
hands, and the result is a report from the professor | 
himself, fathered by a committee of the visitors 
who have begged their places, and get their meat 
and wine free while wondering at what is shown 
them, and signing what is drawn up for them. 

Mr. Haven was here recognized by the Chair; | 
Mr. Cuasrain endeavoring to obtain the floor at | 
the same time. 

Mr. BISSELL. Will the gentleman from New | 


York allow me a moment to correct a misappre- | 
hension? 


Mr. HAVEN. 
I believe | have. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I claim the floor, Mr. | 
Chairman. I want to know if ithas come to this, | 
that a gentleman cannot be recognized after he has 
got the eye of the Chairman? Is the floor to be 
farmed out forever and ever? 

Mr. HAVEN. I would like to accommodate 
my friend from Georgia, for I certainly do not 
propose to discuss further this subject of riding. 
l understand my friend from Illinois [Mr. Bissext] 
desires to make an explanation, and | yield to him 
for that purpose. 

Mr. BISSELL. 


al | ro} 


know, 


I will, if I have the floor, and | 


I have only a few words to 


= 
Mr. CHASTAIN. 
the floor. 


Mr. BISSELL. Well, the Chair must decide 
who has the floor. 
Mr. CHASTAIN. I a that I was rec- 


ognized by the Chair, and therefore am entitled to 
the floor. 


The CHAIRMAN. TheChair recognized the 
gentleman from New York first, and he understands | 
that the gentleman from lilinois [Mr. Bissext] 
desires to make an explanation, and asks the gen- | 
tleman from New York to yield for that purpose. | 


I insist upon my right to | 


\* The CHAIRMAN. 
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The gentleman from New York has yielded for i that subject, after such consent was given to go 
that purpose; and the gentleman from Illinois has || intocommittee upon this bill, with the understand- 


the floor. But the Chair, aware that the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Cuastain] desired to obtain 
the floor, sent a messenger to him, to say that he 
would recognize him immediately after the gentle- 
man from New York yielded the floor, if he then 
claimed it. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Leask the gentleman from |! 
New York to allow me to say that | propose to 
leave the city very soon; and | wanted very much | 
to make a few remarks upon the Nebraska ques- 
tion before | left. ‘That was the reason of my | 
anxiety to obtain the floor at this time. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ili- 
nois [Mr. Bisse.1]} is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. The gentleman from Illi- 
nois did not get the floor; and | object to its being 
farmed outin this manner. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish simply to say, that there 
is nota gentleman upon this fluor to whom | would 
more cheerfully yield than the gentleman from 
Georgia; but 

The CHAIRMAN. Did the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Illinois to say that he only 
yielded the floor to the gentleman from Missouri 
{Mr. Benron] for explanation, and that he still 
claims it? 

Mr. BISSELL. Oh, no. I gave up the floor 
altogether to the gentleman from Missouri, and 
now only asked the gentleman from New York to 
yield it to me for an explanation. 

Mr. SEWARD. Is it competent for one gen- 
tleman to ebtain the floor, and yield it to another? 

The CHAIRMAN. He may yield it for ex- 
planation. 

Mr. SEWARD. I know it has been the cus- 
tom to yield it on all occasions; but what I de- 
sired to know was, whether he had a right under 
the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN. He has, for explanation. 
The Chair decides that the gentleman from New 





| York is upon the floor, and he will proceed with 


his remarks. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. [I appeal from the decision 
of the Chair. My rights here are equal to those 
of any other member, and I| mean to insist upon 
the appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has decided 
that the gentleman from New York is entitled to 
the floor; and from this decision the gentleman 
from Georgia appeals. The question is, ‘ Shall 
the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment 
of the committee ?”’ 

Mr. HAVEN. I submit that itis not an ap- 
pealable case. ‘The committee have no right to 
determine, and cannot determine, whether the 
Chair saw me first, or the gentleman from Geor- 
gia. That is a question which the Chair must 
decide for himself. It depends upon his vision 
and knowledge only. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair was very well 
aware of the fact that it was not a question upon 
which an appeal could be taken, but he thought 
it would be the easiest way to settle the question 
between the gentleman from New York and the 
gentleman from Georgia, as to who is entitled to 
the floor. 

Mr. HAVEN. I do not understand the gen- 
tleman from Georgia [Mr. Cuastatn} as having 
taken any appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. I have certainly taken no 
appeal from the decision of the Chair. The ap- 
peal I made was to the courtesy of the committee. 
Then the gentleman from 
New York is entitled to the floor, and will pro- 
ceed. 

Mr. HAVEN. I only desire to say one word 
for the purpose of putting this matter right in ref- 
erence to the gentleman from Georgia, |Mr. Cuas- 
Tain.] There is no gentleman in this House to 
whom I would have sooner yielded the floor than 
to that gentleman. I| know of no other gentleman 
whom | would sooner oblige; but I believe 1 am 
under some obligations to the House in reference 
to the discussion upon this bill to-day, so far as I 
can control it, because it was rather as a matter of 
grace that the House consented to go into com- 
mittee upon it when I asked them todo so. The 


| gentleman from Georgia indicates his purpose to 


address the committee upon the territorial ques- 
tion, and it seems to me it would be encroaching | 


; would take place. 


rather too much upon the kindness and good graces 


of the House, for me to be a party to a speech on 


ing that no general discussion of other subjects 
1 say, under these circum- 
stances, 1t would be encroaching too much upon 
the indulgence of the House for me, now, to yield 


, - ‘ 
the floor to the gentleman from Georgia, | Mr. 


Cuasrain,] for the purpese indicated by him. 

The gentleman from Illinois, however, has de- 
sired me to yield him the floor for the purpose 
of making some explanation in relation to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Missouri, and | 
yield him the floor for that purpose. 

Mr. BISSELL. I did not very distinetly un- 
derstand all the remarks of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Benron.] If, however, he in- 
tended any portion of them heard by me as a 
reply to what | had previously said, then he must 
have entirely misunderstood me, notwithstand- 
ing the very great pains | took to avoid any such 
misunderstanding on the part of any one. I ex- 
pressly stated to the committee that this appro- 
priation was not asked for upen the ground that 
it was necessary to protect the cadets from the 
weather. I stated that this was not the purpose 
for which this hall was required, but that it was 
required for the safety of the horses, to say 
nothing about the cadets; and to allow of their 
being drilled and exercised appropriately for eight 
or nine months in the year instead of three or 
four, as is now the case. And how is this argu- 
ment replied to? Why, by intimating that the 
call for this appropriation is with a view to pro- 
protect and screen the cadet from the vicissi- 
tudes of the weather! And something is said in 
this connection about their being less willing to 
brave inclement weather, or less able to do it, 
than the young women of New.England—and 
parasols and warm clothing is suggested for them, 
Now, sir, is that any reply to my argument? Or, 
rather, is ita fair response to the plain statement 
of fact which I| presented ? 

Then again we are told that the Utah boys of 
five years old can ride the wildest horses, &c.,&c., 
and they are not taught in riding halls. But what 
has all that to do with the question before this 
commitiee? Is this establishment kept up for them? 
We all know very well that the Utah, as well as 
various other tribes of Indians, are remarkable 
for their horsemanship; perhaps they are not sur- 
passed by any nation or tribe of people om the 
globe. But what, I ask again, has all that to do 
with the question whether a riding hall shall be 
erected at West Point? 

Mr. Chairman, | repeat then, and it isall I have 
to say, that this appropriation isasked for because 
it is believed that without it the Government will 
not receive the full benefit of the expense it has 
incurred in keeping up that institution. There 
are but few months in the year, comparatively a 
small portion of the year, when the horses can be 
exercised under the existing state of things at 
W est Point. 

Mr. BENTON. I was replying to the visitors. 

Mr. HAVEN. I move that the committee do 
now rise, with a view of closing debate on this 
bill. We may then resolve ourselves into the 
Committee of the Whole, and finish the billunder 
a five-minutes discussion. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman {Mr. 
Jones, of New York] reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had 
had the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly the amendments of the Senate to 
House bill (No. 47) making appropriations for the 
support of the Military Academy at West Point 
for the year ending June 30, 1855, and had come 
to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. HAVEN. 1 now move the usual resolu- 
tion to close debate on the Military Academy ap- 
propriation bill within five miautes after the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
shall again resume is consideration. 

Mr.SEWARD. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. HAVEN. If the gentleman will withdraw 
his motion I think that | can accommodate that 
side of the House. I wish to accommodate the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Cuastain,} and I 
understand that it will meet with his wishes if he 
can have the floor for five minutes. He can then 
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print what portion of his remarks he may not 
desire to deliver at length to-day. 

Mr. CHASTAIN. Lam obliged to the gentle- 
man. I will try to avail myself of the rule again. 
If the gentleman had been so kind awhile ago, 
as to extend me that courtesy, | might have ac- 
cepted it, 

Mr. HAVEN. 
to adjourn. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Benson and 
Vai were appointed, 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 58, noes 42. 

So the motion was agreed to, and thereupon, 
at twenty minutes to three o’clock, p. m., the 


House adjourned until Monday next at twelve 
o’clock. 


I demand tellers on the motion 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, “Ipril 17, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Wittiam H. Mirevrn. 
The Journal of Thursday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of citizens of 
Ohio, remonstrating against any infringement of 
the Missouri compromige; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented documents in relation 
to the claim of the heirs of Nathan Daggett to 
compensation for services during the revoluuonary 
war, which, together with sundry papers on the 
files of the Senate in relation to the same claim, 
were referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the remonstrance of a public meeting held 
at Point Isabel, in the State of Texas, against the 
removal of thecustom-house from that place, and 
a change of the port of entry from there to 

srownsville; also, the memorial of S. Mussing, 
praying that the custom-house may not be removed 
from Point Isabel to Brownsville, Texas; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. FISH presented a memorial of the Pacific 
Mail Steamship Company of New York, protest- 
ing against the annulment of their contracts for 
the transportation of the mails; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Officeand Post Roads. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of the 
women of Sandisfield, Massachusetts, remonstra- 
ting against the passage of any act, directly or 
indirectly, legalizing slavery in the Territories of 
the United States; which was ordered to lie on the 
table, 

Also, two petitions of inhabitants of Andover, 
Massachusetts, praying a reduction of the rates 
of ocean postage; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition signed by Mrs. Harriet Beecher 
Stowe and other women, of Massachusetts, pray- 
ing a reduction of the rates of ocean postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEWARD presented additional documents 
in relation to the claim of the representatives of 
John Shultz, for remuneration for services ren- 
dered by him during the revolutionary war; 
which were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims, 

Also, a remonstrance from citizens of Berrien 
county, Michigan, against the passage of the 
Nebraska-Kansas bill; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented a memorial signed 
by citizens of Northumberland county, Pennsy|- 
vania, praying that the homestead bill may be so 
amended as that each citizen, who has heretofore 
rurchased one hundred and sixty acres of public 
land may be refunded the amount paid by him 
with interest thereon; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

Also, a memorial of the Board of Trade and 
Merchants’ Exchange, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
praying that an appropriation may be made for 
deepening the bar at the mouth of the Mississippi 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Marshall county, lowa, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Toledo to 
Eldorado, in that State; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of citizens 
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rates of ocean postage; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin, 
praying that copies of our national medals may 
be struck in bronze and distributed; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Library. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented the memorial 
of L. E. Truesdell, proposing to construct a good 
road from some point near Council Bluff to Cali- 
fornia, to establish a line of coaches thereon for 
transporting the mails and passengers, and also to 
construct a line of telegraph upon certain condi- 
tions. 

Ordered, That so much of the memorial as relates to the 
construction of a road, be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands; and that so much thereof as relates to the 
transportation of the mails, and the construction of a tele 
graph, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I present to the Senate the 
memorial of D. McManus, a chaplain in the 
Army, now at Fort Gibson, praying to be allowed 
a land warrant; which [ move may be referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

[ do not know upon what law or regulation their 
position is based, or in what light their position 
ought to be regarded in reference to the applica- 
tion now made for bounty land; but as a new 
principle is to be adopted, or rather an old one is 
asked to be extended to a new class of cases, | 
move to refer it to the Pension Committee. I am 
glad now in this connection, however, to say, that 
if the clergy are connected with, incorporated 
with the Army as chaplains, or had any perma- 
nent connection with the Army during the war 
with Mexico, they ought not to be excluded from 
the same character of compensation at some fair 
rate, which has been allowed and conferred upon 
others. If they are actually connected with the 
Army, (and | understand they are, and are miser- 
ably paid,) it seems to me little short of a degrada- 
tion and an outrage to exclude them from com- 
pensation and benefits which have been made to 
all other classes. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of members of the bar at 
Detroit, Michigan, praying an increase of the salary of the 
United States district judge for Michigan, be withdrawn from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Benjamin Arnold be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
James Pool, praying interest on his accounts from 
the time when certified by the Second Auditor to 
be due to the time of their payment, asked to be 
discharged from its further consideration, and that 
it be referred to the Committee on Claims; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Robert C. Steptoe and others, praying sat- 
isfaction for lands granted by the State of Georgia, 
in 1784, and afterwards ceded to the United States, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was 


ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of 
the legal representatives of Henry Conner, alias 
‘* Wabish-Kin-dib,’’ deceased, praying the pay- 
ment of an amount awarded said Conner under 
the treaty with the Saganaw band of Chippewa 
Indians, of January 14, 1837, submitted an adverse 


| report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private 


| Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 


of George Jennings and others, praying that 
Thomas D. Jennings may be allowed to entera 


| certain tract of land settled by his father, submit- 
| ted a report, accompanied by a bill for his relief; 
| which was read, and passed to a second reading. 


The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Juan Manuel Luco 
and José Leandro Luco, praying permission to 


. 
oe pril 17, 
before the Board of United States Land Com: 
sioners, submitted a report, accompanied on 
for their relief; which was read, and passed 
second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed, 
Mr. RUSK, from the Committee on the P 
7 Ort 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred »),. 
joint resolution from the House of Represent, 
tives, explanatory of the second section of a 
olution to establish certain post routes,’ 
July 12, 1852, reported it back witho 
ment, and recommended its passage. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of R. D. Battle, admin : 
trator of the estate of Isaac L. Battle, prayine t} A 
the estate may be released from further Jiqh be 
under a judgment, submitted a report, accompani, 
by a bill for the relief of the estate of Isaac 1. 
Battle; which was read, and passed to a seco), 
reading. ‘The report was ordered to be printed 
Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, from the Committes ,. 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill fro, 
the House of Representatives, to authorize ; 
selection of school districts in lieu of the sixteen: 
sections within the twelve miles square reserys. 
tion, State of Alabama, reported it back Without 
amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill confirmatory of certain school selections 
which was read, and passed to a second reading, 
HON. TRUMAN SMITH. : 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following rego. 
lution; which was considered by unanimous cop. 
sent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the President of the Senate be requestes 
to inform the Executive of the State of Connecticut tha 


al 


the Hon. Truman Smirua, one of the Senators from saig 
State, did, on the 11th instant, resign his seat in the Sey 
ate of the United States, to take effect from and after the 
24th day of May next. 
POSTAL OPERATIONS, 

Mr. SEWARD submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 


Nis. 


Oa 


ita. 
‘ Tes. 

approved 
ut amend. 


| ascertain, and report for the information of the Senate. 


First. The number of dead-letters in the last postal year; 
and the proportion or per cent. of them not prepaid; and 
the amount of postage, Known or estimated, which would 
have been received, or required for the prepayment of such 
of said letters as were not prepaid. 

Second. Whatis the total weight of some given large 
number of dead letters, taken at random, at the dead letter 
office, and of those so weighed and counted ; what is the 
total weight and number of those now rated at single post 
age ; and, separately, the total weight and number of those 
now rated at more than single postage. 

Third. In each of several of the large offices, supposed to 


| bea fair average, in that respect, of the business of th 


country, What is the total weight of some given large num 
ber of letters deposited or delivered; and of those so weighed, 
what is the number and weight of those now rated at single 
postage, and, (separately) of those now rated at more than 
single postage. 

Fourth. What proportion or per cent., in number, of the 
letters now mailed, are, in the opinion of the clerks and 
postmasters, and of the Postmaster General, probably ol a 
weight not exceeding one fourth of an ounce each? 

Fifth. In the opinion of the opening clerks at the dead 
letter office, what proportionate part of the surface of paper 
of the letters opened by them is blank, i. e., what ts the 
average proportion or per cent. of blank surface, as cow 
pared with the written surface. 

Sixth. How well or sufficiently is the present rate charged 
upon advertised letters found to compensate for the cost’ 
advertising, and what is the greatest loss to the Depart 
ment, in any one of the last six years, in the cost of adver- 
tising letters over and above the receipts of the Department 
for advertising them. 

Seventh. What is the number of clerks or persons now 
and heretofore required or employed in the General Post 
Office, in examining, computing, recording, and comparing 
the returns alone. 

Eighth. What is the number of letters carried in the Bri 
ish mails in the last year, of which a report has been re 
ceived; and what the number the year prior to the adop 
tion of uniform penny postage. 

Ninth. For how many years has the British penny postaz® 
been a source of revenue overand above the expenses; #6 
what was the amount of such net revenue in the year !a* 
reported ? 


COLLECTION DISTRICT IN CALIFORNIA: 


Mr. GWIWN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
structed to inquire into the expediency of creating an 20 


| tional collection district in the State of California, t '* 
| composed of the counties of Humboldt, Trinity, Yreka, 
| and Klamoth. 


LAND DISTRICT IN CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. GWIN submitted the following resolution; 


| which was considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in 


of Alexandria, Virginia, praying areduction of the || file their title to a certain tract of land in California |) structed to inquire into the expediency of creating @ ne¥ 
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| district in the State of California, to be composed of 
ae Humboldt, Trinity, Yreka, and Kiamoth. 





counties Ol 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 
4 message from the House of Representatives 
'¢ received, by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
i that they had concurred in the amend- 
ment of the Senate to the House bill for the relief 
of William B. Edwards, and to the House bill for 
che relief of Mary Deany, widow of the late Lieu- 
venant James A. Deany, of the United States 


Army. 


was 
nouncil 


Also, that the House had passed the bill from 


the Senate for the relief of John Gusman, of 
Loursiana. : oie a 
Also, that they had passed a bill for the relief of 
the widow and heirs of Elijah Beebe; and 
“4 bill to graduate and reduce the price of the 
blic lands to actual cultivators and settlers. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message also announced that the Speaker 
the House had signed three enrolled bills. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore then signed the 
enrolled bills for the relief of William B. Edwards; 
foe the relief of Mary Deany, widow of the late 
Lieutenant James A. Deany, of the United States 
Army; and for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Isaac P. Simonton. 


SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATIONS. 

Mr.SHIELDS. Mr. President, 1 beg leave 
to present to the Senate a petition, with some 
fifieen thousand names appended to it, upon a very 
singular and novel subject. The petitioners rep- 
resent, that certain physical and mental phenom- 
ena of mysterious import have become so preva- 
lent in this country and Europe as to engross a 
large share of public attention. 

A partial analysis of these phenomena attest 
the existence: 

First. Of an ‘* occult force,’’ which is exhibited 
in sliding, raising, arresting, holding, suspending, 
and otherwise disturbing ponderable bodies, ap- 


puvil 


( 


! } ‘ 
laws of matter; and transcending the accredited 


powers of the human mind. 

Secondly. Lights of various forms and colors, 
and of different degrees of intensity, appear in 
dark rooms, where chemical action, or phosphor- 
escent illumination, cannot be developed, and 
where there are no means of generating electricity, 
or of producing combustion. 

Thirdly. A variety of sounds, frequent in oc- 
currence, and diversified in character, and of sin- 
gular significance and import, consisting of myste- 
rious rappings, indicating the presence of invisible 
intelligence. Sounds are often heard like those 
produced by the prosecution of mechanical oper- 
ations—like the hoarse murmurs of the winds and 
waves, mingled with the harsh creaking noise of 
the masts and rigging of aship labpring ina rough 
sea. Concussions also oceur, resembling distant 
thunder, producing oscillatory movements of sur- 
rounding objects, and a tremulous motion of the 
premises upon which these phenomena occur. 
Harmonious sounds as of human voices, and other 
sounds resembling those of the fife, drum, trum- 
pet, &c., have been produced without any visible 
agency. 

Fourthly. All the functions of the human body 
and mind are influenced, in what appear to be 
certain abnormal states of the system, by causes 
not yet adequately understood or accounted for. 
Che “ occult force”’ or invisible power, frequently 
interrupts the normal operation of the faculties, 
suspending sensation and voluntary motion, and 
reducing the temperature of the body toa death- 
like coldness and rigidity; and diseases hitherto 
considered incurable have been entirely eradicated 
by this mysterious agency. 

U'he petitioners proceed to state that two opin- 
ions prevail with respect to the origin of these 
phenomena. One ascribesthem to the power and 
intelligence of departed spirits, operating upon the 
elements which pervade all material forms; the 
other rejects this conclusion, and contends that all 
these results may be accounted ‘for in a rational 
and satisfactory manner. 

The memorialists, while thus disagreeing as to 
the causes, concur in opinion as to the occurrence 
of the alleged phenomena, and in view of their 
Origim, nature, and bearing upon the interests of 
mankind, demand for them a patient, rigid, scien- 


tific investigation; and request the appointment of 


4 scientific commission for that purpose. 


parently in direct opposition to the acknowledged | 
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1 have now given a faithful synopsis of this, 
peulion, which, however unprecedented in itself, 
has been prepared with singular ability, present- 
ing the subject with great delicacy and moderation. 
i make it a rule to present any petition to the Sen- 
ate which is respectful in its terms, upon any sub- 
ject which the peuuoners may desire to bring to 
the attention of this body. Bat having discharged 
this duty | may be permitted to say, that the prev- 
alence of this delusion, at this age of the world, 
amongst any considerable poruon of our citizens, 
must originate, in my opinion, in a defective sys- 
tem of education, or ina partial derangement of 
the mental faculties, produced by a diseased con- 
dition of the physical organization. I cannot, 
therefore, believe that it prevails to the extent in- 
dicated in this petition. Diufferent ages of the 
world have had their peculiar delusions. Alche- 
my occupied the attention of eminent men for 
several centuries. But there was something sub- 
limein alchemy. ‘The philosopher’s stone, or the 
transmutation of base metals into gold, the ¢! vir 
vite, or water of life, which would preserve youth 
and beauty, and prevent old age, decay, and death, 
were blessings which poor humanity ardently de- 
sired, and which alchemy sought to discover by 
perseverance and piety. 

Roger Bacon, one of the greatest alchemists, 
and greatest men of the thirteenth century, whilst 
searching for the philosopher’s stone, discovered 
the telescope, burning glasses, and gunpowder. 
The prosecution of that delusion led, therefore, 
to a number of useful discoveries. In the six- 
teenth century, flourished Cornelius Agrippa, 
alchemist, astrologer, and magician, one of the 
greatest professors of hermetic philosophy that ever 
lived. He had all the spirits of the air and 
demons of the earth under hiscommand. Paulus 
Jovius says ‘* that the devil, in the shape of a large 
black dog, attended Agrippa wherever he went.”’ 
Thomas Nash says that ** at the request of Lord 
Surrey, Erasmus, and other learned men, Agrippa 
called up from the grave several of the great phi- 
losophers of antiquity ; among others, Tully, whom 
he caused to redeliver his celebrated oration for 
Roscius.’’ To please the Emperor, Charles the 
V., he summoned King David and King Solomon 
from the tomb, and the emperor conversed with 
them long upon the science of government. ‘This 
was a glorious exhibition of spiritual power, com- 


pared with the insignifcant manifestations of the 


present day. 

I will pass over the celebrated Paracelsus, for 
the purpose of making allusion to an Englishman, 
with whose veracious history every one ought 
to make himself acquainted. In the sixteenth 
century, Doctor Dee made such progress in the 
‘© Talmudic Mysteries,’’ that he acquired ample 
power to hold familiar converse with spirits and 
angels, and to learn from them all the secrets of 
the universe. On one occasion, the angel Uriel 
gave him a black crystal, of a convex form, which 
he had only to gaze upon intently, and by a strong 
effort of the will, he could summon any spirit he 
wished to reveal to him the secrets of futurity. 
Dee, in his veracious Diary, says, that one day, 
while he was sitting with Albertus Laski, a Polish 
nobleman, ‘* there seemed to come out of the ora- 
tory a spiritual creature, like a pretty girl, of seven 
or nine years of age, attired on her head, with 
her hair rolled up before, and hanging down 
behind; with a gown of silk of changeable red 
and green, and with a train. She seemed toplay 
up and down, and seemed to go in and out behind 
the books, and as she seemed to go between them, 
the books displaced themselves and made way for 
her.’? This | call a spiritual manifestation of the 
most interesting and fascinating kind. Even the 
very books felt the fascinating influence of this 
‘* spiritual creature,”’ for **they displaced them- 
selves and made way forher.”” Edward Kelly, 
an Irishman, who was present, and who witnessed 
this beautiful apparition, verifies the Doctor’s 
statement; therefore it would be unreasonable to 
doubt a story so well attested. Doctor Dee was 
the distinguished favorite of Kings and Queens— 
a proof that spiritual science was held in high 
repute in the good old days of Queen Elizabeth. 

But, of all the professors of occull science, her- 
metic philosophy, or spiritualism, the Rosicrucians 
were the must exalted and refined. With them 
the possession of the philosopher’s stone was to be 
the means of health and happiness; an instrument 
by which man could command the services of 
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superior beings, control the elements, defy the ob- 
structions of time and space, and acquire the 
most intimate knowledge of all the secrets of the 
universe. These were objects worth struggling 
for. The refined Rosicrucians were utterly dis- 
gusted with the coarse, gross, sensual spirits who 
had been in communion with man previous to 
their day; so they decreed the annihilation of them 
all, and substituted in their stead a race of mild, 
beautiful, and beneficent beiegs. ~The spirits of 
the olden time were a malignant race, and took 
especial delight in doing mischief; but the néw 
generation is mild and benignant. These spirits, 
as this petition attests, indulge in the most inno- 
cent amusements and harmless recreations, such 
as sliding, raising and ‘‘tipping’’ tables, producing 
pleasant sounds and variegated lights, and some- 
times curing diseases which were previously con- 
sidered incurable; and, for the existence of this 
simple and benignant race, our petitioners are 
indebted to the brethren of the Rosie Cross. 

Among the modern professors of spiritualism, 
Cagliostro was the most justly celebrated. In 
Paris his saloons were thronged with the rich and 
noble. To old ladies he sold immortality, to 
young ones he sold beauty that would endure for 
centuries; and his charming countess gained im- 
mense wealth by granting attendant ** sylphs’’ to 
such ladies as were rich enough to pay for their 
services. ‘* The Biographic des Contemporains,”’ 
a work which our present mediums ought to con- 
sult with care, says, ‘*‘ There was hardly a fine 
lady in Paris who would not sup with the shade 
of Lucretius in the apartments of Cagliostro; there 
was not a military officer who would not dis- 
cuss the art of war with Alexander, Hannibal, or 
Cesar; or an advocate or counsellor who would 
not argue legal points with the ghost of Cicero.”’ 
‘These were spiritual manifestations worth paying 
for; and all our present degenerate mediums would 
have to h.de their diminished heads in the presence 
of Cagliostro. It would be a curious inquiry to 
follow this ** occult science”’ through all its phases 
of mineral magnetism, animal magnetism, mesmerism, 
&c., until we reach the present latest and lowest 
phase of all ‘ spiritual manifestation.”’ Sut I 
have said enough to show the truth of Burke’s 
beautiful aphorism, ‘* The credulity of dupes is 
as inexhaustible as the invention of knaves.’’ 

Mr. WELLER. What does the Senator pro- 
pose to do with the petition? 

Mr. PETTIT. Let it be referred to the three 
thousand clergymen. [{Laughter.} 

Mr. SHIELDS. I present the petition. 

Mr. SUMNER. ‘To what committee is it to be 
referred ? 

Mr. WELLER. I suggest that it be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. [Laugh- 
te 





. 
Mr. SHIELDS. I am willing to agree to that 
reference. 

Mr. WELLER. It may be that we may have 
occasion to enter into diplomatic relations with 
these spirits. [Laughter.] If so, it isa proper 
subject for the consideration of that committee. It 
may be necessary to ascertain whether or not 
Americans, when they leave this world, lose their 
citizenship. It may be expedient that all these 
grave questions should be considered by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, of which I am an 
humble member. 1 move its reference to that 
committee. 

Mr. MASON. I really think it has been made 
manifest by the honorable Senator who has pre- 
sented the petition, that he has gone further into 
the subject than any of us, and that his capacity 
to elucidate it, is greater than that of any other 
Senator; | would, therefore, suggest to him that 
it should either go to a select committee on his 
motion, or be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, of which he is chairman. Certainly 
the Committee on Foreign Relations have nothing 
to do with it. Perhaps it would be better to allow 
the petition to lie on the table. 

Mr. SHIELDS. This is an important subject, 
und should not be sneered away in this manner. 
[Laughter.] 1 was willing to agree to the motion 
of the honorable Senator from California; but I 
do not wish to send the petition to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, unless the chairman of that 
committee is perfectly satisfied that he can do the 
subject justice. | had thought of proposing to 
refer the matter to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, because there may be a 
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tween the material and the spiritual world. 

Mr. MASON. I move that the petition lie 
upon the table. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am willing to allow it to 
lie en the table for the present. 

The motion was agreed to; and the petition 
was ordered to lie on the table. 


THE JUDICIARY. 

Mr. BUTLER. Mr. President, so much of 
the President’s annual message as related to the 
judiciary system of the United States, was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. The report 
of the Attorney General, upon’the same subject, 
was also referred to that committee. We have 
given the investigation of the subject unusual care 
and attention; and the bill, which I am directed to 
report from the committee, comes to the Senate 
under very high sanction. It embodies, l believe, 
the essential suggestions contained in the report 
of the Attorney General, and | may say is passing, 
that although the judges of the Supreme Court 
act under a pretty correct method and system, the 
bill { present will receive theirapprobation. Task, 
as the billis one of great practical importance, 
that it may be made the special order of the day 
for the first Monday in May, and that the report 
which accompanies the bill be printed. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
made the special order of the day for the first 
Monday in May. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

CAPTAIN GREY AND OTHERS. 

Mr. PETTITT. I have an adverse report to 
make from the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
in reference to the claim of the heirs of Captain 
Grey and others, to land upon the northwest coast 
of America. I will detain the Senate but a mo- 
ment in explaining the reasons for the report of 
the commi tee, as, it seemed to us, the papers 
ought to be referred to another committee. 

The memorial on which this report is made, 
prays for two things. Italleges that Mese ex- 
plorers were the first visitors upon the north west- 
ern coast, that they purchased large tracts of 
country from the chiefs of the native tribes there, 
and that their purchases were very extensive. | 
They ask a confirmation by Congress of their 
title to these purchases; but in the event—and 
they ask in the alternative—of the confirmation 
not being granted, they pray for a pecuniary con- 
sideration or reward for their trouble, vexation, &c. 

The Committee on Private Land Claims have 
directed me to report adversely as to the confirm- 
ation of land, so far as the petition goes on that 
subject. The committee regard it as being very 
clear that they could not have bought of the na- | 
tives. The parties admit that they took posses- 
sion in the name of the United States—that they 
raised the flag of the United States. The com- 
mittee, therefore, conclude that they must have 
acknowledged themselves as necessarily coming 
within the policy and laws of the United States, 
which forbid them to buy, individually, of any 
tribe. Lam, therefore, directed to make a report 
on that subject, asking to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the question, not express- 
ing any opinion, however, as to whether the Gov- | 
ernment ought or ought not to make the parties a 
pecuniary consideration; but if it ought, itis clear | 
that the matter should go to the Committee on 
Claims, and not to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. I, therefore, move that the report 
be printed, that the Committee on Private Land 
Claims be discharged from the further considera- | 
tion of the memorial, and that it be referred to the | 
Committee on Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN ALABAMA. 


Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. The Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom was referred the bill from | 
the House of Representatives ‘‘ to authorize the | 
school commissioners of the fractional township | 
No. 1, range No. 10 east, in Alabama, to locate | 
one half section of land for school purposes,” | 
have directed me to report it back without amend- | 
ment, and recommend its passage. As the bill is 
one to which there can be no objection whatever, 
and as there is an anxiety prevailing among those 
interested for its passage, | move that it be now 
taken up and considered. 

Mr. CLAY. I trust the motion of the honor- | 
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possibility of establishing a spiritual telegraph be- | 


able Senator from iowa will prevail. If I recol- 

* lect the facts of the case correctly, the sixteenth 
section of land in the township mentioned in the 
bill, (for the failure of which it is intended to pro- 
vide,) happened to be an Indian reservation, and 
the people of the township were thereby deprived 
of the benefit provided by the general act for the 
admission of the State of Alabama into the Union. 
By that act the sixteenth section in each township 
was granted to the inhabitants of the township for 
the benefit of common schools. ‘The present bill, 
I believe, is intended to provide the citizens of the 
township named in it, with the benefits derived 
under the general act by the citizens of other town- 
ships. Hence, 1 trust it will be considered and 
passed immediately. 

Mr. BROWN. This bill has passed the House, 
I believe. 

Mr. CLAY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BROWN. I hope, therefore, it will be per- 
mitted to go over until to-morrow morning. There 
are some other cases of the same kind which I 
would like to have provided for. 

Mr. CLAY. Butl hope this bill will not be 
embarrassed by them. 

Mr. BROWN. 1 will not embarrass this bill; 
but I should prefer that it go over until to-morrow 
morning. 


GRADUATION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


The bill from the House of Representatives to 
graduate and reduce the price of the public lands 
to actual settlers and cultivators, was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. ADAMS. I move that the bill be referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands; and in doing 
so beg leave to call the attention of that committee 
especialiy to it, inasmuch as | introduced a bill of 
similar import on one of the earliest days of this 
session. 1 know that that committee have agreat 
deal of labor upon their hands; but the bill is one 
which I conceive to be worth more to the l'reasury, 
more to the country, than twenty homestead bills, 
and, perhaps, than all the bills in addition relating 
to the public lands which have been passed for 
twenty years. It has the great advantage of 
being founded in justice; and | do hope that the 
committee will find it convenient to act early upon 
it. I think it requires slight amendment. It is 
the first time, | believe, that the House of Rep- 
resentatives have passed a graduation bill. I re- 
peat, | hope the committee will act upon it at an 
early day,so that we may have an opportunity of 
ascertaining the sense of the Senate in relation to it. 

The bill was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of the widow and heirs of Elijah Beebe, 
was read twice by its title; and referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

Mr. GWIN. I desire to ask the Senate to take 
up the Pacific railroad bill, for the purpose of 
making it the special order for to-morrow week, 
at twelve and a half o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT. {tis a special order now. 

Mr.GWIN. Then I desire to say that I will, 
to-morrow week, ask the Senate to proceed to its 
consideration. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpary, -4pril 17, 1854. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | 


by Rev. Wituiam H. Mivevry. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


Tuomas D. Exiot, a Representative elect from || 


the first congressional district of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, in the place of Zeno Scudder, re- 
signed, appeared, and was qualified by taking the 
customary oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 


The SPEAKER stated that the question was 


|, on the adoption of the following resolution: 


Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 


_April 17, 


House on the State of the Union, on the Se; 
ments to House bill No. 47, (the Military 4 
shall cease in five minutes atier its consid: 
sumed, if the committee shall not sooner come ty 
clusion upon the same; and the committee shal 1) - — 
ceed lo vole on such amendments as may be oes hint 
otfvred to the sane, and then report it to the Weten. £ 
such amendments as may have been agreed to by u 2 With 
mittee. 1 Com. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for the, 
vious question on that. : 

The previous question received a sec 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken; and th 
tion was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to ree 
the vote by which the resolution was ado; 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon tt 
which latter motion was agreed to. 


MARITIME RIGHTS——-THE EUROPEAN SYs- 


TEMS. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. L ask the unanimoy,. 
consent of the House to introduce the followine 
resolutions. All 1 desire is, that they shall be 
read for information and referred to the Commy. 
tee on Foreign Affairs. 2 

The resolutions were then read, as follows: 


Resolutions of Corgress declaratory of our maritime rights 
and of our policy interdicting the extension of the Bur c 
pean system of Government on any poruon of this 
sphere. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatiyes »/ 
the United States of America in Uongress assembled, T):; 
the United States, as a maritime Power, having neutral 
rights to maintain, deem it proper, in view of the CXisting 
war in Europe, to declare and «make known, that eyer; 
American vessel engaged in the lawful pur uits of com, 
merce, is held by this Government to be protected by the 
flag that covers her, and which shall be the evidence of}, 
nationality ; that we atlach to all such vessels a charactor 
of sovereignty, considering them as clothed with immupj 
ties corresponding to those which appertain to our territory 
that our rights, as thus declared, rest upon no precarious ‘i 
temporary basis, nor upon the concessions of any power, by; 
upon public law as insisted upon from the early history of 
the Republic; and that any attempt to enforce an obsolete 
right of impressment, search, detention, or visitation, jn 
regard to such American ships, will be regarded as an ae 
of hostility to the United States, and just cause of war. 

Be it further resolved, That as the existing conflicts in 
Europe may lead to the change of political sovereignty in 
some of the European Powers, and the destruction of polit. 
ical sovereignty in others, we deem it proper fur Congress 
to make known to them, that we affirm the doctrine, that 
we should consider any attempt On their part, to extend 
their system of government to any portion of this hemi 
sphere, as dangerous to our peace and safety, and from the 
geuvgraphical and commercial position of the Island of Cuba 
to this continent, we will never cousent that ber sovereignty 
be transferred, except to the United States, to whom she 
seems naturally to belong. 


Mr. COX. I object to the introduction of the 
resolutions. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE. I move to suspend the 
rules for the‘purpose of introducing them. All | 
ask is that they be received and referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The yeas and nays were demanded, but not 
ordered. 

The question was then put on Mr. Watsrince’s 
motion, and the Chair announced that it was car- 
ried in the negative. 

Mr, COBB demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. CLincman and Grey were 
appointed. 

The question was then put; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 48, noes not counted. 

Two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 


INCREASED COMPENSATION TO CLERKS. 


Mr. ROBBINS. 1 am instructed by the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means to report back Senate 
bill No. 122, with a substitute therefor; and | ask 


the unanimous consent of the House to report it 
|| at this time. 
| The SPEAKER, The bill will be read for 
information. 

The bill was read by its title, as follows: 

An act to amend the third section of an act 
| making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
| 30th of June, 1854, and for other purposes. 
| Mr. ROBBINS. It is only necessary for me to 

say at this time, that the object of the bill is to 
|| increase the compensation of the clerks and other 
| persons employed in the Executive Departmenis 
| of the Government. ; 
|| The SPEAKER. The gentleman having ex- 
plained the object of the bill, if there is no objec- 
tion, it will be received from the committee. 
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Mr.GREY. Is not this the day for resolutions? 
The SPEAKER. Itis not. Last Monday was 
apart for calling the States for resolu- 


7 


the day sel 
ove. CLINGMAN. Iam opposed to the bill, 
nd | object to its introduction. I will ask the 
ee eman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Rospins) 
what disposition he now proposes to make of the 
Vr. ROBBINS. My intention is, if I am 
ved to make the report, to move to put the 
pil upon its passage. a 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I object to its intro- 
duction at this time. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I move that the rules be 
nanended, to enable me to introduce the bill. 
a McMULLIN. I call for the yeas and nays 
iam that mouon. a ; 

“Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. Will it be in order to 
have the bill read ? 
"The SPEAKER. _ It will. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Then I ask to have it read, | 

that we may know what we are called to vote 


allo 


Teas Clerk commenced the reading of the bill, 
yt was arrested by 

Mr. CLUNGMAN, who said: I rise to a ques- 
tion of order, Mr. Speaker. I believe that before | 
a matter is regularly before the House, the read- 
ing of a paper is nota question of right, but one 
of general consent, and if it be in my power to | 
nrevent its being read at this time, I will do so. I 
obiect to the reading, and raise that question of 


rer. 

"The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the point 
of order well taken, and sustains it. The bill is 
not before the House; and the question is, ** Shall 
it be received?’? The gentleman from Pennsy|- 
vania {Mr. Roppins] has stated the character of 


the bill, and objection being made to its reading, || 
the question must be decided by the House. Does | 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. ‘Tartor] still | 


desire to have the bill read? z 
Mr. TAYLOR. If do, and I move that it be 


read. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. 


reading of this paper. 
a two-third vote. The rule in regard to such 
matters has been so decided heretofore, upon my 
own exception to a ruling of Speaker Cobb, ina 
former Congress. There is a clause of the rule 


which says that a majority may decide whether | 
a paper shall be read or not; and the House de- | 


cided, during the last Congress, by a vote of yeas 
and nays, that that clause meant only such papers 
as were before the House, and that it required a 


two-third vote to order a paper to be read which | 
If this bill had been | 
reported by the consent of the House, a majority 


was not before the House. 


might order itto be read. * 

The SPEAKER. 
House, any member may have it read. Therule 
says: 


“ When the reading of a paper is called for, and the same | 
is objected to by any member, it shall be determined by a | 


vole of the House. ”? 


This isa paper in connection with the legiti- | 


mate business of the House; and the Chair thinks 
itcomes properly within the competency of the 
majority of the House to have it read. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
tention of the Chair to a case similar to this, which 
occurred during the Congress before the last. The 
predecessor of the present Speaker [Mr. Cobb} 
decided that a majority had the right to have the 
paper read. I took an appeal, and the House, 
upon the yeas and navs, reversed the decision of 
the Chair, and decided that, upon a motion to sus- 


pend the rules for the purpose of introducing a | 


resolution, the majority could not order the reso- 
lution to he read. The paper is not before the 
If it was, and a motion was made to 


Youse, 


rea . 

majo, “Y %@ decide; but the case now before us 

does no, Ome under that rule. I can turn to the 
= ; : 

precedent, f the Chair desires to see it. 


The SPEA KER. The House is not consider- 
ing whether the © will pass the bill, itis true. If 
they were. anw | “ber would have the right to 
, 4 , my mei. i read 
Cemand that it should be ° 


: < 2 of 
's upon suspending the ruie for the purpose o 


| to demand its reading. 
, gentleman } 
stance of the bill, which the Chair thinks suffi- 


| have the right to make the order. 
| does not recollect any precedent upon which to 
| base his action, but he thinks, under the rule, 


It will take a two-third | 
vote, | believe, to order the bill to be read, because | 
the regular order of business is different from the | 
For that reason it requires | 


When a paper is before the | 


I beg leave to call the at- | 


1 it a second time, it would then be for a | 


But the question | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. — 


asks that it may be read. The Chair has decided 
that a single member of the body has not the right 
Objection being made, the 
from Pennsylvania stated the sub- 
cient for the House to base its action upon in de 
termining whether it wili receive it. If, however, 


| the majority, for reasons sufficient to itself, de- 


termine that it shall be read, the Chair thinks they 
The Chair 


they have the right. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I would suggest a case to 
the Chair. Suppose the House were pursuing the 
regular order of business, and I should ask that 


| the report of the Secretary of the Treasury should 


be read, would the Chair hold that I would have 
the right to interrupt the business of the House 
for that purpose? 

The SPEAKER. He would not. It could 
only be done by a suspension of the rules. In 
this case, however, the Chair thinks that the 
House have the right, in some form, to have the 
bill for the introduction of which a motion to sus- 
pend the rules has been made, read. He so de- 
cides; and the question is, ‘Shall the bill and 
substitute be read ?’’ 

The question was put; and the motion agreed to. 
The Clerk then read the bill, as follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

hat of the clerks authorized by the third section of the 
act approved March third, eighteen hundred and filty-three, 
entitled ‘‘An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of Government for the year ending the 
thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifty-four,’ those 
of the first class shall receive a salary of twelve hundred 
dollars per annum; those of the second class, a salary of 
fourteen hundred dollars per annum; those of the third 
elass, a salary of sixteen hundred dollars per annum; and 
ail vacancies in any of the classes, named in said act men 
tioned, shall be filled by promotion from the class next be 
low ; and all clerks not provided for in this act, performing 
the same or similar duties with any one of the classes, shall 
receive the same compensation as is allowed to such class; 
aud the clerks employed in the. Census Bureau shall be 
paid, during the present fiscal year, the same as is hereby 
allowed to clerks ef the second class. 

Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the stainp and 
blank agent for the Post Office Department receive the 
same salary as clerks of the second class, provided for in 
the first section of this act; and an addition of twenty per 
cent. is hereby added to the pay now authorized by law to 
each of the messengers, packers, laborers, and watchmen 
of the different Executive Departments of the Government 
in Washington; (to the clerks employed atthe navy-yard 
aud marine barracks, at Washington;) to the clerk, mes 
senger, and laborer in the office of Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, doorkeeper and assistant doorkeeper at the Ex 
ecutive Mansion ; public gardener, laborers employed in the 
public grounds and President’s garden; two additional 
watchmen and the police at the Capitol; watchmen em 
ployed at the President’s house and reservation number 
two, lamplighter, the general superintendent; the draw 
keepers of the bridges across the Eastern Branch and 
Potomac ; and that the provisions of the second section of 
the act of August thirty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two, * making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending the thir 
tieth of June, eighteen hundred and fifly-three,”? &c., be, 
and is hereby, extended to such persons herein enumerated 
who were in employment during that fiscal year, and were 
excluded from the benefit of said act by the decision of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That instead of the 
salaries now allowed by law to the Superintendent of the 
Census, and to the Assistant Postmasters General, they 
shall each receive the same salary that is paidto the Assist 
ant Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the increased 


|| compensation provided for in this act shall commence 


from the first day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty 
three, and the necessary money to carry this act into effect 
is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 


The following is the substitute ne by the 
Committee of Ways and Means for the bill: 


That the clerks of the first class, authorized by the third 
section of the act approved March 3, 1853, entitled ‘An 
act making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic ex 


June, 1854,” instead of the compensation therein provided 
for, shall receive a salary of $1,100 per annum. 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, That the increased 
eompensation provided for in this act shall commence on 
the Ist day of July, 1853, and for the payment of the same 
to the 30th day of June, 1854, the necessary money is here- 
by appropriated, to be paid out of any moneys in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 


The SPEAKER. The yeas and nays have 
been demanded on the motion that the rules of the 
House be suspended for the purpose indicated. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. | call for tellers on order- 
ing the yeas and nays, 





Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Letcuer 


introducing the bill. The gentle.“ from Ohio || and Dean were appointed, 


penses of the Government for the year ending the 30th of 





925 


ee ee 





ee eee eee | 


The tellers reported—ayes 40, noes 83; more 
than one fifth of those present. 

So the yea# and nays were ordered. 

Mr. DEAN. I desire, before voting, to under- 
stand the question. The question is whether we 
will receive the report, is it not? 

The SPEAKER. The question is on sus- 
pending the rules, to enable the gen'leman from 
Pennsylvania to make the report from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. And the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania announces that his purpose Is to 
put the bill on its passage. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 107, nays 39; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, 
David J. Bailey, Bail, Banks, Barksdale, Relcher, Bennett, 
Benson, Bissell, Bliss, Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, 
Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, 
Cutting, John G. Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, 
Dent, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, 
John M. Elliott, Thomas D. Eliot, Ettison, Etheridge, 
Faulkner, Fenton, Fuller, Greenwood, Grey, Grow, Wiley 
P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Hibbard, Howe, flughes, Hunt, 
J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, Latham, 
Lilly, Lindley,MeDougall, MeNair, Mace. Macy. Maxwell, 
Mayall, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Mor- 
rison, Nichols, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Phelps, Powell, 
Thomas Ritchey, Rebbins, Rogers, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, 
Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, 
George W. Sinyth, Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor 
L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, Joha 
L. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Wade, 
Wailbridge, Watley, Warren, Eilihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, John Wentworth, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and 
Yates—107. 

NAYS—Messrs. Caskie, Chastain, Clingman, Cox, Cul- 
lom, Dickinson, Dram. Edgerton, Giddings, Goqde, Ham- 
ilton, Aaron Harlan, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Ingersoll, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kit- 
tredge, Knox, Letcher, McMullin, Murray, Parker, Peck, 
Peckham, Pratt, Puryear, David Ritchie, Ruffin. Sage, 
Skelton, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Vail, 
Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—39, 


So (two thirds voting in favor thereof ) the rules 
were suspended. 


Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, then reported back bill of the follow- 


| ing title, with a substitute: 


An actto amend the third section of an act 
making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
June 30, 1854. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I desire to have this bill put 
upon its passage; and as it contains an appropria- 
tion, | move to suspend that rule which requires 
bills making appropriations to be first considered 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. There are some pro- 
visions in the bill which the House may desire to 
amend. For instance, it notonly makes an appro- 
priation, but it makes an appropriation to execute 
this bili as long as it stands on the statute-book. 

[Cries of **Order!’* ** Order!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is it in order now to move 
to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It will be in order when the 
motion to suspend this r..le has been disposed of. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. If we can defeat this mo- 
tion, the bill will go to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, as a matter of 
course. I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then put; and there were— 
yeas 106, nays 40; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Ashe, Ball, 
Banks, Barksdale, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Bissell, Bliss, 
Boyce, Bridges, Bugg, Carpenter, Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Curtis, Cutting, Thomas 
Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dent, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Ed- 
mands, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, Jotun M. Ettiort, 
Ellison, Etheridge, Faulkner, Fenton, Fuller, Greenwood, 
Grey, Grow,aAndrew J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wi- 
ley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Hibbard, Howe, Hughes, 
Hunt, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kerr, Kidwetl, Kurtz La- 
tham, Lilly, Lipdley. McDougall, McNair, Mace, Macy, 
Maurice, Maxwell, Mayall, John G. Miller, Smith Miller, 
Morrison, Nichols, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, 
Phelps, Pringle, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, 
Seward, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A Smith, 
William R. Smith, Snodgrass, Richard HM. Stanton, Hestor 

| L. Stevens, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John 

| L_ Taylor, Thurston, Tweed. Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, 
Watley, Warren, Elfihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
oy Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Witte, and Yates— 
06. 

NAYS—Mesers. Caskie, Chastain, Clingman, Cox, 
Drum, Edgerton, Giddings, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Hast- 


|| ings, Haven, Hiester, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George 
t] W Jones, Roland Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, McMul- 
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in, Middieswarth, Murray, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pratt, 
Puryear, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Skelton, George Ww. 
Smyth, Jonn J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Vail, 
Wade, Wells, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer—40. 

So (two thirds voting in favor thereof) the mo- 
tion to suspend the rule was agreed to. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I merely wish to say to the 
House that the original bill was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 
that committee have instructed me to reporta sub- 
stitute; and I only want to state that 1 am opposed 
to the substitute, and in favor of the original bill. 
1 now demand the previous question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question. 
I will renew it. 

{Loud cries of ** No!” ** No!’’} 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to withdraw the call for 
the previous question for one moment. I do not 
want to make a speech. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I should like to gratify the 
gentlemen who wish to submit remarks in refer- 
ence to this bill, but I must insist on the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. JONES. I do notwish to make a speech. 
I merely desire to make a suggestion. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I must insist on my motion. 

Mr. JONES. Iam oneof the committee who 
have reported the bill. 

Mr. WHEELER. I move to lay the bill on 
the table; and on that motion I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. | wish to make 
an inquiry of the Chair. If the motion to lay the 
bill on the table does not prevail, will not the first 
question be on the substitute? 

The SPEAKER. The first question will be 
on seconding the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WASHBURN. 
tion is sustained ? 


The SPEAKER. 


And if the previous ques- 


It will bring the House toa 


vote directly on the substitute, and then on the | 


enzrossment of the bill. 

Mr. WASHBURN. And if the substitute is 
voted down, the question will then be on the Sen- 
ate bill? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, on the Senate bill. 

Mr. WASHBURN. Well, I hope the Senate 
bill will pass. 

Mr. WHEELER. I withdraw my motion to 
lay the bill on the table for the present. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is itin order now to move 
to refer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. 
the previous question is demanded. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I then desire to make an 
appeal to the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. 
Rossins]} to withdraw the demand for the previ- 
ous question. 

Mr. ROBBINS. I should like to gratify the 
gentleman; but there are so many gentlemen 
around me insisting upon the previous question, 
that I cannot withdraw it. 

Mr. PRATT. I move to lay the bill upon the 
table; and upon that motion I ask the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


The question was then taken; and there were— | 


yeas 30, nays 115; as follows: 


YE AS—Messrs. Caskie, Chastain, Clingman, Cox, Cul- 
liom, Dick, Drum, Edgerton, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, 
Hastings, Haven, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. 
Jones, Roland Jones, Knox, Letcher, McMullin, Mur- 
ray, Parker, Pratt, Puryear, Ruffin, Skelton, John J. Tay- 
jor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, Vail, and Wheeler—30. 

NAYS-~— Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Appleton, Ashe, 
Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Barry, Bennett, Benson, Bissell, 
Biiss, Boyce, Bridges, Carpenter, Chrisman, Clark, Cobb, 
Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Curtis, Cuying, John G. 
Davis, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, 
Dunbar, Rastman, Eddy, Edmands, Edmundson, Thomas 


D. Eliot, John M. Elliou, Ellison, Etheridge, Farley, Faalk- | 


ner, Fenton, Fuller, Giddings, Greenwood, Grow, Audrew 
J. Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, 
Henn, Hibbard, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, J. Glaney Jones, 
Keitt, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, 
Macdonald, McNair, Mace, Macy, Maurice, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Middleswarth, Smith Miller, Morrison, Nichols, 
Oids, Andrew Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Peckham, Phelps, 
Powell, Pringle, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, 
Rogers, Sapp, Seward, Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, 
Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, tlestor L. Stevens, Strat- 
ton, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurs- 
ton, Tweed, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, Walley, War- 


A majority of 


It is not, for the reason that | 
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Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, 


and Yates—115. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


Mr. ROBBINS. I now ask for a vote on the 
call for the previous question. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, demanded tellers; 
which were ordered; and Messrs. Jones, of Penn- 
sylvania, and Asne, were appointed. 

Upon seconding the demand for the previous 
question, the tellers reported—ayes 66, noes 63. 

So there was a second. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the Houseshould 
refuse to order the main question to be now put, 
will it not be in order to oifer amendments to the 
bill ? 

‘The SPEAKER. If the House should refuse 
to order the main question to be now put, it will 
carry the bill over until to-morrow. 

Mr. JONES. That is a change from the prac- 
tice which prevailed a year or two ago. 

The question recurring upon ordering the main 
question to be put, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered. 

The question was then taken; and there were— 
yeas 81, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, David J. Bailey, 
Banks, Bark=dale, Bennett, Benson, Bissell, Bliss, Bridges, 
Carpenter, Chrisman, Clark, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cut 
ting, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dent, Dunbar, Eastman, 
Eddy, Edmundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Elli 
son, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Greenwood, An- 
drew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Hibbard, 
Howe, Hughes, Hunt, J. Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kurtz, La- 
tham, Lindley, MeNair, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, 
John G. Miller, Smith Miller, Nichols, Olds, Mordecai Oli- 
ver, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, Seward, 


Shannon, Shower, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil- | 


liam R. Smith, Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. 
Stevens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Upham, Vansant, Walbridge, Warren, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Yates—#l. 

NAYS— Messrs. Appleton, Ball, Belcher, Boyce, Caskie, 
Chastain, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Cullom, John G. Davis, 
Dean, Dickinson, Drum, Edgerton, Edmands, Giddings, 
Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Har 
ris, Hastings, Haven, Hiester, Ingersoll, Johnson, Daniel T. 
Jones, George W. Jones, Roland Jones, Kidwell, Kittredge, 
Knox, Letcher, Lilly, MeMullin, Middleswarth, Murray, 
Parker, Peck, Peckham, Phillips, Powell, Pratt, Pringle, 


Puryear, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Skelton, George W. | 


Smyth, Stratton, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, 
Tracy, Vail, Wade, Walley, Wells, John Wentworth, 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zollicoftfer—63. 


So the main question was ordered to be put. 


The SPEAKER. The question first recurs 
upon the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. McNAIR. I would inquire of the Chair 
if the vote is not directly upon the bill of the 
Senate? 

The SPEAKER. The House is brought first 
to a vote upon the amendment proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, which will now 
be read. 

Mr. McNAIR. And then the vote will be upon 
the Senate bill? 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 


and the substitute be read. 


It will be. 


The Clerk then read the same, (as inserted pre- | 


viously. ) 

Mr. LETCHER. 
upon the adoption of the substitute. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken upon the adoption 
of the substitute reported by the Committee of 
Ways and Means, (inserted above,) and decided 
in the negative—yeas 70, nays 82; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, David J. 


Bailey, Barry, Belcher, Bissell, Boyce, Caskie, Chastain, 
Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Join G. Davis, 
Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Drum, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Elison, Fuller, Giddings, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, Aaron 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven, Hibbard, 
Hiester, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, 
Roland Jones, Keitt, Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, Lilly, 
MecMutlin, Maurice, Middleswarth, Murray, Andrew Oli- 


ver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, Pur- | 


year, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, Skelton, George 
W. Smyth, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, Tracy, 
Tweed, Vail, Wade, Wells, John Wentworth, Wheeler, 
and Zollicoffer—70. 

NAYS -—- Messrs. Aiken, Willis Allen, Ball, Banks, 
Barksdale, Bennett, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Bugg, Carpen- 
ter, Chrisman, Clark, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Cutting, 
Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmands, Thomas 
D. Eliot, Etheridge, Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Goode, 
Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, 
Henn, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, J. Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kid- 
well, Kurtz, Latham, Lindley. Macdonald, McNair, Mace, 
Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, John G. 


1 ask that the original bill 


I demand the yeas and nays 


Miller, Smith Miller, | 
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Pe me ’ 
bins, Rogers, Sapp, Shannon, Shower, Gerri 
uel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Snodgra 
Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Stratton, 
David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston 


t Smith, Sam 
88, Richard i 
Andrew Stuan 
» Upham, Van. 
| shburne 

» Witte, Danie) B 


sant, Walbridge, Walley, Warren, Ellihu B. Wa 
Israel Washburn, Tappan Wentworth 
Wright, and Yates—82. 


So the substitute was not adopted. 
I move that the bill be laid Upon 


Mr. DEAN. 
the table. 

Mr. WHEELER. Upon that motion I demany 
the yeas and nays. = 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and decided in the neo 
ative—yeas 61, nays 84; as follows: - 


YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, Ashe, Barry, Belcher 
Soyee, Caskie, Chastain, Clingman, Cox, Cullom. Curtis 
John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Dickinson, Drum, Edgerton’ 
Ellison, English, Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Hamil: 
Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Hastings, Haven Hib 
bard, Ingersoll, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Rolays 
Jones, Kittredge, Knox, Letcher, Lilly, MeMullin, Ma ; 
rice, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, Phillips, a 
Puryear, David Ritchie, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, skpjj,,. 
George W. Smyth, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel G Taylor 
Tracy, Tweed, Vail, Wells, Wheeler, and Zollicoffer__¢)' 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, James C. Allen, Willis Ajj, 
David J. Bailey, Ball, Banks, Barksdale, Bennett, Beysoy’ 
Bissell, Biiss, Bridges, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chrisp 
Clark, Colquitt, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cutting, Thy 
Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edmands, | 
mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Etheriqos 
Farley, Faulkner, Fenton, Greenwood, Andrew J. Ha, an, 
Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Howe, Hughes, fy):" 
J. Glaney Jones, Kerr, Kidwell, Kurtz, Latham, Lingjoy 
Macdonald, McDougall, McNair, Mace, Macy, Maxwei)’ 
Mayall, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, Smith Miter 
Nichols, Olds, Mordecai Oliver, Peckham, Phelps, Powe , 
Pringle, Thomas Ritehey, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, Shanyoy, 
Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, Spoq 
grass, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Strayoy. 
David Stuart, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Upham, Vansa t, 
Walbridge, Walker, Walley, Warren, Ellihu B. Was 
burn, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappan Went. 
worth, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Yates—s4, 


So the House refused to lay the bill on the table, 
Mr. DRUM. I move that the House do now 


adjourn. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken; and the House 
refused to adjourn. 

{Here a message was received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, by his Private Secre- 
tary, notifying the House that he did approve and 


I call for the yeas and 


| sign House bill No. 54, entitled ** A bill for the 


relief of Madison Parton.’’} 

Mr. McMULLIN. Is it competent now to 
move to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Itis not. The main ques- 
tion has been ordered, and the question is upon 
ordering the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 
question on that. 

The SPEAKER.* The previous question is 
now operating on the bill. 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move to lay the bill 
upon the table. 

Mr. WHEELER. On that motion | demand 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Is that motion now in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order, for the reason 
that, since the last motion to lay on the table was 
acted on, the House has voted on a motion 
adjourn. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Have we not just 
taken a vote on laying the bill on the table? 

The SPEAKER. Since then a motion to at- 
journ has been made and voted on. 

Mr. JONES. That does not alter the position 
of the bill. : 

The SPEAKER. It is a mere question o! 
time. Inthe morning the House might not be 
willing to lay a bill on the table, but, without act- 
ing on the bill during the day, the House might 
be willing in the evening to lay it on the table. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken on Mr. McMct- 
LIN’s motion; and it was decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was su- 
sequently read the third time. 

Mr. CLINGMAN and Mr. ROBBINS both 
claimed the floor. 


I ask the previous 
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~ Mr. ROBBINS. |! wish to know if the previ- 
1s question is exhausted? 
* The SPEAKER. [tis exhausted. 

Mr. ROBBINS. Then, sir, | demand the pre- 
yious question on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

“Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I move to lay | 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

“Mr. JONES. The gentleman has not got the 
Aoor to submit that motion. 

"Mr. ROBBINS. Can that motion be made 
while I have the floor? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee (Mr. Jones] 1s entitled to the floor on the 

motion to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania had made a motion which he could not 
jebate, and was not, therefore, entitled to the 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides‘that the 
ventieman from ‘T'ennessee is entitled to the floor, 
=n his motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
a TAYLOR, of Ohio. I would inquire if 
the gentleman from Tennessee voted in the affirm- 
; Me. CLINGMAN. There was no division. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Does the gentieman from Ten- 
nessee say that he voted in the affirmative ag 
The SPEAKER. As there was no division, 
any gentleman is entitled, according to the rules 
and practice of the House, to move to reconsider. 

Mr. JONES, of ‘Tennessee. It is not my in- 
tention to attempt to throw any obstacles in the 
way of the passage of this bill. I see that a ma- 
‘ority of more than two to one is determined to 
pass it. But, sir, my object in making the motion | 
to reconsider, is merely to state one objection to 
the bill which Tam confident that a majority of 
the House would have remedied, if the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. Rossins] had permitted 
meto point itout. Lask that the last clause of 
the bill may be read. 

The fourth section was then read, as follows: 


Be it further enacted, That the increase of compensa- 


tion provided for in this act shall commence from the Ist | 
day of July, 1853; and the necessary money tocarry this act 
into effect is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I would ask 
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Jones] to 
have the last section of the substitute read. 

Mr. JONES. The substitute has been voted 
down. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I ask the gentleman | 
from Tennessee if the substitute to the bill does 
not contain the same provision ? 

Mr. JONES. I think not. This bill provides | 
for an increase of the salaries of the clerks em- 
ployed by the Government in this city, of the 
first, second, and third classes, and who constitute 
nearly the entire force employed in the Executive 
Departments. Should it pass with that clause in | 
it, a permanent and indefinite appropriation of 
money will thereby be made to pay the salaries 
of the clerks provided in this bill, so long as the 
act shall stand upon the statute-book. The Ex- 
ecutive officers, the next year, when they come 
to submit estimates, will not present any as a 
asis of appropriation for the current year to pay 
these clerks, but they will take the money out of 
the Treasury under this appropriation for thenext 
year, and from year to year, for a hundred or 
thousand years, should the law remain upon the 
statute-book that long. The bill provides for a 
permanent and indefinite appropriation; and it re- 
moves, in my opinion, all checks and guards upon 
the Executive officers touching the payment of 
these salaries. So important were the appropria- 
tous thought to be for a limited period, that the 
Constitution provides that no appropriation for 
the support and sustenance of the Army of the 
country shall be for more than two years. But 
here, by this proposition, you make an appropria- 
tion for the increase of these salaries for an indefi- 
nite period of time, unless there shall be future 
‘egislation altering or changing its provisions. 

_ The provision which I wished to incorporate | 
into the bill, before the previous question was || 
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be construed as appropriating money for a longer 
period than the current fiscal year, and requiring 
the salaries of these clerks to be estimated for and 
submitted to Congress at each session, as the sal- 
aries of the President, heads of Departments, and 
members of this House are estimated for and sub- 
mitted at each session. I suppose the matter has 
gone so far now that, perhaps, the House will not 
reconsider the step they have taken; but if they 
will allow me to propose the amendment | have 
indicated, I shall not attempt to interfere with any 
other portion of the bill. Ll ask for the previous 
question upon the reconsideration. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the gentleman from 
Tennessee will withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question for one moment. I promise to 
renew it. 

Mr. JONES. 
previous question, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to say only a word 
or two to the House in regard to this bill. It may 
be unpleasant to gentlemen who have made up 
their mind to vote for it to hear any remarks; but 
I do not think that the bill in all its features is 
thoroughly understood. I promise not to be te- 
dious, as | desire only to makea few suggestions. 
The proposition now under consideration is a very 
important one, as it increases, by several hundred 
thousand dollars, the annual expenses of the Gov- 
ernment; and | think that we may be likely to | 
hurry it through without due -examination, and 
without giving members an opportunity for that 
discussion and consideration which all bills making 
appropriations of money ought to receive. Itisa 
bill which appropriates a large sum of money; but 
the principal effect is more objectionable than the 
waste of money even. We have lately got into 
great difficulty in regard to the subject of the 
appointment of clerks. [tis well known that there 
is an immense rush here for offices. Every man 
here is pressed from time to time with applications 
from their constituents to get them situations in 
the different offices of the Government. 

1 believe that the action of Congress during the | 
last session has contributed very much to produce 
this evil of which I speak. Everybody admits 
that the fact of there being so much office-seeking | 
under the Government 1s a very serious vice. | 
There is a very great desire to get into public 
offices, and there 1s a constantly increasing num- | 
ber of men who are seeking forthem. ‘lhe re- 
sult is, that whenever we have a State or a presi- 
dential election there is an immense excitement in | 
the country; and Congress ought not to legislate | 
in any way that will tend to increase this mischief. | 

At the last session of Congress there was a prop- 
osition brought in to increase the salaries of the 
clerks. ‘The eight-hundred-dollar clerks were 
raised up to a salary of one thousand dollars, and 
all classes of these employees were moved forward 
to a higher rate of compensation. 

During the discussion upon that occasion I re- | 
member very well that an eloquent friend of mine 


I withdraw the demand for the 


(Mr. Gentry, of Tennessee} made a handsome \ 


plea in favor of the increase. He told us of a 
young man in the practice of law in his own State 
who came here and obtained a thousand-dollar | 
clerkship. He brought his wife and family here, 
and he found that he could not conveniently sus- 
tain himself upon his salary. He presented the 
case very feelingly and ably, and the consequence 
was that the House went forward, and passed a 
bill for the increased compensation. The present 
bill raises the salaries of the lower class of clerks 


and soon. Italso gives back pay additional to | 
the clerks that have already been in office,&c. It 


thus appears that there is a greater demand foran |! 


increased salary than before. Let us see how that is 
broughtabout. Here, for instance, isa young man 
pracucing law in Tennessee. He is informed that 
men obtain at Washington what he regards as a 
high salary. He makes an application through 
his friends, obtains an appointment to an office in 
one of the Departments, and comes on here and 
enters upon the performance of its duties. He 
finds that his expenses are considerable; holds 
oflice for a few years, and then probably leaves it, 
or is turned out under an incoming Administra- 
tion. In nineteen out of twenty such cases the 
individual goes home insolvent, or nearly so—a 
reat many of them, perhaps, having contracted 
bad habits from.their associations in Washington. | 


GLOBE. 


sustained, was, that nothing in this act should 


to $1,200 per annum; the second class to $1,400, | 
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Now, if the public service required this, | would 
vote the money, and let the men be sacrificed, just 
as men are sacrificed in battle, or die by disease 
centracted upon the frontiers. But if the pub- 
lic service does not demand it, there is no just 
principle which requires that we should give it. 
The rule which an individual adopts for his gov- 
ernment in like cases, is to give that sum which 
will securea competent man to perform the duties 
which he desires. | know of no other principle 
which the Government should adopt for the guid- 
ance of its action. 

If you want a mere copying clerk, any man 
who can keep a country school in your district or 
mine, or who would be employed as a merchant’s 
clerk to keep books, is competent for that purpose. 
Such individuals are glad to get three or four hun- 
dred dollars a year in the country; and we have 
such individuals constantly coming to us to obtain 
employmentin directing ahmed documents, 
or to seek places as messengers in the Depart- 
ments, at that rate of pay. I remember a case 
which will, perhaps, illustrate the principle. I 
will state it. At the beginning of this session a 
lady came to me with a letter of introduction, who 
stated to me that she had a husband, who Was a 
messenger in one of the Departments, and got 
thirty dollars per month; that his health was very 
bad, and that he was barely able to discharge his 
duties. He was not able to attend to any other 
sort of business when not performing office duty, 
and he had half a dozen children. She was very 
anxious to get one of her sons in here as a page 
in the House. 1 called upon the Doorkeeper of 
the House, who is a very polite and obliging 
man, and asked him to give this boy a place. He 
informed me that he could not, because several 
members of Congress had brought on young boys 
from the distant States for the purpose of getting 
these situations for them. Theconclusion | came 
to was, that the pages are paid so wellas to muke 
it worth while to bring on these boys from the 
distant parts of the Union to get these appoint- 
ments. Our pages receive two dollars a day, 
regular compensation. During the last session of 
Congress, by a two-third vote, but against mine, 
the House agreed to give the pages a sum in ad- 
dition as an extra allowance, amounting to con- 
siderable more than their salary for the session, 
making their pay as much as four or five dollars 
a day; and the result is,as I stated, that boys are 
brought on from the remote States and secure 
places, while those in the city who need the pay as 
much areexcluded. This isan abuse which I have 
constantly opposed, but unsuccessfully heretofore. 
In fact, at each session | am in a minority of less 
than one third, generous members giving away 
the public money to their favorites here. 

I want to call the attention of the House to 
another fact. There are persons in the city who 
are glad to be employed as copying clerks at a 
dollaraday. But when you raise the salary of 
copying clerks to $1,000 a year, you throw these 
persons out of employment. And how? Why, as 
soon as thesalaries are raised, and the fact becomes 
known abroad, young politicians from North Car- 
olina, from Tennessee, and from the remote States, 
will come here and apply for the places. They 
are young men out of business, or, perhaps,a 
little above their business, and having political 
influence, they secure the situations; and those 
here in the city aredisplaced. This is the way the 
system works; while you take more and more 
from your Treasury, you get no better officers, but, 
in fact, worse ones. 

Suppose you were to pay the workmen employed 


| upon the wings of your Capitol ten dollars a day; 


the consequence would be that men would come on 
here from every quarter of the Union and apply 
for situations. Political influence would be brought 
into requisition, and the Superintendent would 
probably finally be obliged to distribute his work- 
men among the different States, as the cadets and 
midshipmen are now distribyted. As it is now, 
the ordinary price is paid, and proper workmen 
are obtained, without any noise being made abroad 
in reference to it. 

I know we are called upon to be liberal to these 
clerks, and I should be very glad to be so; I have 
friends from my section of country among them. 

ut it is not our own money that we are voting 
away. We only act as the trustees of the people; 
and | am not going to vote to raise the compensa- 
tion of these clerks still higher when hundreds of 
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my constituents work quite as hard at home, and 
do not receive more than fifty or seventy-five cents 
a day for it. Suppose, Mr. Speaker, I should 
say to you, I am directed by one of my constita- 
ents to get some work done for him; I am his agent 
merely, or trustee; I can get it done for $100, but 
there is a good clever fellow who wants me to give 
him $200 as a favor to do it; and [ should tell you, 
further, my consuluent is a poor man but an era 
est one, and a hard worker, with a large family 
that he is trying to educate, and he finds it very 
difficult to get along and maintain them. You 
would at once tell me that, as an honest man, | had 
no right to give away $100 of his money merely to 
gratify one of my favorites; that I would act fraud- 
ulentas a trustee, if | were to spend his money thus. 
Suppouve, sir, Lshould go to one of my constituents, 
who was plowing in his field, and say tohim, Why 
do you not hire hands at seventy-five cents or a dol- 
lar per day, to help you tend more land and make 
a biggercrop? He will tell me, ‘1 cannot afford to 
give anybody seventy five cents per day. | cannot 
give fifty cents per day in cash to hire a hand. I 
am not, perhaps, clearing that amount myself.’’ If 
I should say to him, ** Now, my friend, you are 
taxed ou your plow,on your salt, yoursugar, the 
woolen goods you wear, or the blankets you buy 
to protect your family from the inclemency of the 
season. Are you willing to pay an additional tax; 
you who are making from fifty cents to seventy- 
five cents perday? Are you willing to pay an 
additional tax to enable some others to get more 
than four or five dollars per day, who are not 
working newr as hard as you do?’’ He will tell 
tell me instantly, ‘* No!’’ Have I the right to 
take that man’s money who pays it for public pur- 
poses, for necessary expenses, and appropriate it 
to an uncalled for increase of salary, merely to 
gratify my favorites? The momentl go beyond 
the line of what is just and proper; the moment I 
determine to give a man more than his work is 
worth—for the value of every man is regulated by 
the demand for his services—I cannot say that | 
do-what my duty calls for. If | employ a man 
to do my private work, and | pay him more than 
he gets from anybody else, 1 pay him well. The 
fact that you can get men to come forward and 
seek these offices, if you were to putthem down to 
$500 or $600, is evident that they are doing better 


here, in their own opinion, than anywhere else. 
The only rule for Congress to adopt is the one 
which | have laid down, and that is, to pay what 


is necessary to obtain competent men. I admit, 
for higher officers, your Commissioner of Pensions 
and others, who are required to understand the 
laws of the country, and ought to have. judicial 
minds, you ovght to pay more. The rule we have 
to adopt isto pay what will secure the necessary 
work. Do as any honest trustee would do with 
a trust fund. Where he has to spend any money 
for his trustors, he will spend only as much as 
will get the work done. If you, Mr. Speaker, and 
i were employed to have a house built for a man, 
we would not think it mght to pay twice as much 
as we could get the work well done for merely 
to gratify those inour employ. 

And I will beg, Mr. Speaker, that gentlemen 
will bear one thing in mind. There has not been 
a single instance, during my time in Congress, 
where the emoluments of an office have been re- 
duced. I do not speak of petty postoffices. We 
reduced the salaries there, indirectly, by reducing 
the rates of postage. You will find that whenever 
you move a man forward—I do not care what 


oftice he fills—the result is that he stands where | 


he is advanced. This matter of salaries is an 
advancing tide; it never recedes. 

Again: You cannot satisfy the wants of these 
geniemen. Suppose you raise the clerkships up 
to $8,000 per year, the amount now given cabinet 
officers. Well, the result will be that men who have 
been Governors in their own States, or Senators of 
the United States, understanding that they can 
get $8,000 per year, willcome here, and such men 
will filltheclerkships. They will crowd out those 


individuals who would be glad to do the work at | 


lower rates; and after they have held those offices 
ten years, they will petition, if they think that 
we will listen to their petitions. They will tell us 


that house rent is high; that they are bound to en- | 


tertain their friends when they come here; that 
it costs a great deal to keep up carriages, and rent 
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| believe there is a 


There is not a man in the country who is making 
money as fast as he wants to, and there is not a 
man holding office who gets as much as he would 
like to get; and if you will ask him whether he 
ought to have an advance, he will answer, ** Yes, 
1 can turn this money to a good account.’’ 

Gentlemen talk to me about liberality. I can 
very well understand the liberality of the man 
who puts his hand into his own pocket, and pays 
out his own money. I do not call it liberality to 
misuse the money of other people, and give it 
away to favorites. ‘This money 1s raised by tax- 
ation. It is taken from an unwilling, reluctant 
community. ‘They are willing to pay as much as 
we need, and nothing more. And I do not feel 
that | can, with any sort of propriety, insist on 
taxing my constituents, the majority of whom 
cannot make one dollar per day, to enable others 
to get a much larger sum, when we can secure the 
service for less. 

I want to present these considerations to the 
House. I intend, at some time during this ses- 
sion, if I get the opportunity on one of the appro- 
priation bills, to say something about the char- 
acter of the public expenditures of the country. 
They vastly exceed those of any other country in: 
the world. You may go to London, Paris, or 
any where else, and you will not find the public 
expenditures there like the amount paid for the 
same service here. I know thatthe rate of wages 
is higher in the United States, but it is no reason 
why we shoud pay ten times as much for the same 
service as others do, when we can get it for the 
half only. 

This is a thankless duty which I am discharging, 
sir. Weare surrounded by a constant pressure. 
It is a very popular thing to be generous, and vote 
the people’s money out of the Treasury. If that 
money came into the Treasury just as the water 
comes into the Potomac, I should be glad to hand 
it about to everybody around us; but when I re- 
member that it comes there by taxation upon the 
people, | do not feel at liberty to vote it away 
unnecessarily. 

Sir, this Government of the United States is 
rapidly becoming the most extravagant in the 
world; in fact, it is the most extravagant for its 
service, and it will soon become the most profli- 
gate and wasteful, for it is the nature of all vices, 
growing out of expenditures to increase rapidly. 
Everybody knows that the decay of the Roman 
Republic arose from the fact, thatin its latter days 


| the public men gave away the money, lands, and 


other public property for votes to make themselves 
popular, and to be elected consuls and pro-consuls; 
but they were in the habit of giving it to the sol- 


| diers, and there was, therefore, some excuse for 


it; they said these men had defended the country. 


| We, however, are making ourselves popular by 
| voting money and lands to men engaged in the 


civil service, or who have performed no service at 
all. The result is that things are moving on at 
raliroad speed. We are constantly increasing our 
expenditures with less service. It is a notorious 
fact that we do not get better service now, in the 
Departments, than we got twenty or thirty years 
ago when we did not spend one half as much. | 
beg gentlemen to look at this matter. If you will 
put down these expenses to the Jowest rate that 
will pay and secure competent men, that is all 
they have aright to expect you to do. When 
you have done that, you will not have this great 
pressure for office; you will not have the whole 
country seeking office and this perpetual struggle 
in politics. You will get the work well done, and 
remember too, that by tempting these men to quit 
their usual business and come on here to seek 
office, you do them a great deal more mischief 
than good. 

[1 have made these remarks, Mr. Speaker, 
merely to indicate the grounds of my opposition 
to this bill. 1 should like to gratify these clerks, 
and pages, and others, by voting them money; 
but I do not feel that I can do it with justice to 
my constituents. I would much rather avoid 
making this opposition. 1 would much rather 


| that some other gentleman should come out and 


present the points of objection to these measures. 
{ think this bill ought to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
be discussed there, as all money bills should be 
discussed. If its principles will stand discussion, 


»ews in fashionable churches, and that they must || then let it pass, and I will acquiesce in it. I do 


ave an increase to $10,000 per year. 


not believe they will stand discussion. 


| Inquiry of the Chair. 
the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee? { Mr. 


| tion. 


| Aaron Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
| Jones, Roland Jones, Keitt. Kidwell, 


| Leteher, Lilly, McDougall, McMullin, Maurice, 
| warth, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Peck, 


I do not | 
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congressional district 
Union where these expenditures, which 
making all from good feeling, and to gr, 
sons around us, would be justified by th 
because it can be shown that you do n 
the donees at all, taking them asa class: 
benefit an individual here and there, but yoy 
more mischief than good to them as a aan i 
hope this matter will be well understood by th 
people, and thate ach gentleman who votes fo, - 
bill may have to justify his vote before the} “Ng 
If so, | do not think the next Congress wij 
through such a bill as this without discugsi 
under the gag of the previous question 
are determined to do this, if they can. 
myself fortunate in getting this Opportunity , 
put in a few words; and I promise that this shall 
not be the last that gentlemen are to hear from me 
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| on this question; for I mean that the country shail 


understand it fully. 

I now, in accordance with my agreement with 
the gentleman from Tennessee, demand th ' 
vious question. I hope that the motion to recon. 
sider will prevail, and that the bill will be referre 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, there to be considered upon its merits 

Mr. ROBBINS. I move to lay the motion 1, 
reconsider upon the table. 

Mr. BRIDGES. On that question I ask fo 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ENGLISH. Before the question is taken 
I desire that the eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth 


e Pp re. 


| lines of the first section of the bill may be read, 


I think they contain a principle which has no 
been noticed by the House. 
The SPEAKER. That portion of the bill wij 


| be read, unless objected to. 


No objection being made, the Clerk read the 
passage indicated, as follows: 


A salary of $1,600 per annum; and all vacancies jn 
any of the classes named in said act mentioned shall be 
filled by promotion from the class next below.”’ 


Mr. ENGLISH. The effect of that provision 
is to exclude all those not already in the Depart. 


| ments. 


Mr. COBB. Read the rest of the clause. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
“And all clerks not provided for in this act, performing 


the same or similar duties with any one of the Classes, 
shall receive the same compensation as is allowed such 


classes.’?’ 
A Memser. That is bad too. 
Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 1 wish to make an 


Is the question now upon 


Jones. 
TheSPEAKER. The question pending is upon 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 


{Mr. Rossins] to lay the motion to reconsider on 
the table. 


Mr. INGERSOLL. | riseto a privileged ques- 
I move that the House adjourn. 
The question was then taken upon the motion; 
and, on a division, there were—ayes 44, noes 5. 
So the House refused to adjourn. 


TheSPEAKER. The question now recurs upon 
the motion to lay upon the table the motion to re 


consider, upon which the yeas and nays were 


ordered. 
The-question was then taken; and there were— 


yeas 69, nays 75; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Appleton, Ball, Barksdale, Ben- 
nett, Benson, Bliss, Bridges, Carpenter, Chrisman, Cobb, 
Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Thomas Davis, Dawson, Dunbar, 


| Eastman, Eddy, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Elliott, Eiber- 


> 


idge, Farley, Faulkner, Greenwood, Andrew J. Harlan, 
Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Henn, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, J 
Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kurtz, Latham, Lindley, Macdonald, 
McNair, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Smith Miller, 
Olds, Phelps, Robbins, Rogers, Sapp, Shannon, William. 


| Smith, Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, Hestor L. Ste- 
| vens, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 


Thurstony Upham, Walbridge, Walley, Warren, E'lihu B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, John Wentworth, Tappae 


| Wentworth, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Vates—9. 


NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, David J. Bailey, 


| Barry, Belcher, Bissell, Boyce, Bugg, Caskie, Chastaim, 


Clark, Clingman, Cox, Cullom, John G. Davis, Dean, 


| Dent, Dickinson, Drum, Edgerton, Edmands, Edmundso®, 


Ellison, English, Fuller, Goode, Grey, Grow, Hamilton, 
Hastings, Haven, 
Daniel T. Jones, George W- 
Kittredge, Knot, 

Middles- 
Peckham, 
Phillips, Pratt, Pringle, Puryear, David Ritchie, Thom’ 
Ritchey, Ruffin, Sage, Seward, Shower, Skelton, Georg? 
W. Smyth, John J. Taylor, Nathaniel é, Taylor, Tracy, 


Hibbard, Hiester, Ingersoll, 





